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FM FBI TAMPA ,(79-43'i) 

TO DIR>efOR FBI (9-60052)/PRI0RITY/ 





VCHOS, ROOM 5030. 



BJ6CT: SraFFEXj 00:DEi 



subject: ^OFFEXJ OOtDEi KILLING OF PRESIDENT JOHN F, KENNEDY; 
INFORMATION CONCERNING. 

AFTER REPEATED UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPTS TO REACH FRANK 
RAGANO AT TAMPA TELEPHONE NUMBER (813) 229-1191, MR. RAGANO 
WAS TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED ON JANUARY 27, 1992. HE WAS 

ADVISED THAT THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ( F^JgSJRES y 
TO INTERVIEW HIM REGARDING ASSERTIONS HE MADE IN THE MEDIA^^ tf^"- \ 
THAT HE POSSESSED INFORMATION REGARDING LA COSA NOSTRA FIGURES 
CARLOS MARCELLO, SANTO TRAFFICANTE AND FORMER TE AM STERS UNION 
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PAGE TWO DE FBITP 0001 UNCLAS 

PRESIDENT Jimy HOFFA THAT MAY HAVE A BEARING UPON THE 
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY IN NOVEMBER 1963. 

HE ADVISED HE DESIRED TO COOPERATE WITH THE FBI, BUT 
BEFORE ANSWERING ANY QUESTIONS, HE REFERRED THE FBI TO HIS 
ATTORNEY, ^llllHlllll^mp f AnPA TELEPHONE NUMBER 




ON JANUARY 28, ^^^^^^JPHHHP^ ATTORNEY,^ 
■■fljl^ TAMPA, FLORIDA, TELEPHONI CALL Y ADVISED THAT HE 
REPRESENTS FRANK RAGANO. ^|^pP|||^ADVI SED MR. RAGANO IS 
PREPARED TO BE INTERVIEWED BY THE . FBI WITH REGARD TO 
INFORMATION HE POSSESSES THAT MAY HAVE A BEARING UPON THE 
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY, BUT, "SINCE THERE 
IS NO STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS ON MURDER," MR. RAGANO MILL ONLY 
SUBMIT TO AN INTERVIEW IF HE FIRST RECEIVES IMMUNITY. 

|^<AS ADVISED THAT THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
JUSTICE MOULD BE APPRISED OF MR. RAGANO'S POSITION. 

CONTINUED THAT NR. RAGANO HAS BEEN IN TOUCH 
WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS WHO HAVE 
ADVISED HIM THAT THE COMMITTEE IS CONSIDERING RE-CONVENING TO 
TAKE MR. RAGANO* S. TESTIMONY. ACCORDING TO! 
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PAGE THREE DE FBITP 0001 UNCLAS 

UNDERSTANDING HAS BEEN REACHED THAT SUCH TESTIMONY WILL ONLV 
3E PROVIDED UNDER A GRANT OF IHHUNITY, "JUST LIKE OLLIE 
NORTH." 

fD-302 PREPARED RE ABOVE INFORMATION. 

ON JANUARY 29, 1992, CHIEF ASSISTANT GREGORY K6H0E, 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY'S OFFICE, MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
hTAS APPRISED OF ^||||P||||REQUEST. AUSA KEHOE ADVISED HE WOULD tfJCL. 
CONTACT THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE FDR FURTHER 
GUIDANCE. 
8T . 
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TO DIRECTOR FBI ( 183-6421)/R0UT1N£/ 

BT 

UNCLAS E F T 0 
CITES //3540:3613// 




SU3JECTt HOFFEXJ DOtOE. 

FOR THE INFORMATION GF DETROIT AND FBIHQ, ON JULY 24, 
1992, THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN DETROIT TELETYPE TO FBIHq 
DATED JULY 24, 1992, WAS PROVIDED TO NEW YORK ASSISTANT 
SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE (ASAO DON NORTH BY ASAC RIGGIO, 
DETROIT DIVISION, THE NEM YORK PRESS OFFICE SPECIAL AGENT 
(SA) ADVISED ASAC NORTH THAT THE ''CURRE^4T 

AFFAIR" STAFF, AND PARTICULARLY HAVE BEEN 

ANTAGONISTIC TO THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (FBI) IN 
THE PAST. SA^mmm^AOVTSEO THAT FOX NETWORK NEWS ANCHOR 
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is A FRIEND QF THE FBI AND HAS ADJOINING OFFICE 
SPACE TO THE "CURRENT AFFAIR" PRODUCTIONS, ASAC NORTH 
AUTHORIZED CONTACT WITH^||||[P|^2N AN ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY THE 
SECRET INFGRMAK'T UTILIZED BY "CURRENT AFFAIR" IN THEIR Tft'tiG^R AM 
DETAILING THE MURDER 0? HOFFA. NEW YORK fiELIEVES THAT 
"CURRENT AFFAIR" STAFF WOULD NOT IDENTIFY THIS WITNESS TO THE 
FBI AND COULD USE THE FBI CONTACT ON A FUTURE SHOW TO SOMEHOW 
LEND CREDIBILITY TO THEIR SOURCE. 

ON JULY i5t INFORMED ^'^ ^/j^f///^^^^ 

THE "CURRENT AFFAIR" STAFF REFUSED TO IDENTIFY THIS SOURCE* 
HOWEVER, HE DID LEARN THE MAN RESIDES IN NEW ORLEANS*. 
LOUISIANA AND IS DYING OF CANCER. HE ALSO DETERMINED THAT THE 
STAFF QUESTIONED THE CREDIBILITY OF THE SOURCE EVEN THOUGH THE 
SOURCE ALLEGEDLY PASSED A POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION.! 
FELT THAT DUE TO THE SKEPTICISM OF THE "CURRENT AFFAIR" STAFF* 
THERE WILL 8E NO FOLLOW UP TO THIS STORY. 

NEW YORK WILL NOT CONTACT "CURRENT AFFAIR" UNLESS SO 
DIRECTED BY DETROIT AND FBIHQ. 
BT 



NNNN 



HOFFA, Page 2706 



0-93 {Rev. 01/25/91) 

TRANSMIT VIA: 
SI Teletype 

DATE: 6/2M/12 
^PA6E 1 or 3 



' DEPARTMENT of JUSTICE 
^ERAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION 
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PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 
S] Routine 



CLASSIFICATION: ( 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 
[X] UNCLASEFTO 

□ UNCLAS 



FM DIRECTOR FBI 

TO FBI ]>ETROIT ( ia3A-HSS)/R0UTINE/ 
FBI NEU YORK/ROUTINE/ " - - 

BT 

UNCLAS E F T 0 
cite: //Dbtl// 

PASS: DETROIT FOR SSA <^-a^ NEU YORK FOR ASAC 

DONALD V NORTH, BROOKLYN-flUEENS RESIDENT A6ENCY. 



A. 



SUBJECT:^H0FFEX^ 00: DETROIT. 

REFBIHflTELCAL TO DETROIT ON AUGUST 51-. 1^2. 
REFERENCED TELCAL DISCUSSED THE APPEARANCE OF POLYSRAPH 
EXAMINER NAT LAURENDI, A FORMER NEU YORK CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT 
DETECTIVE-, ON THE TELEVISION SHOW "A CURRENT AFFAIR" ON FRIDAY, 
JULY 23-, m2. THIS TELEVISION SHOW CONCERNED THE DISAPPEARANCE 
OF FORMER TEAMSTER PRESIDENT JIMMY HOFFA AND STATEMENTS MADE BY 
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V DEPARTMENT OF J4JSTICE ^ . 
pERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
COMMUNICATION MESSAGE FORM 



S^UNCLAS E F T 0 

"JOHN »0E-, SELF-PROCLAIHEP HIT MAN" THAT HE PARTICIPATED IN THE 
MURDER OF JIMIIY HOFFA. LAURENDI CONPUCTEB A POLYfiRAPH 
EXAMINATION OF "JOHN DOE"- ANJ AlfVlSED THAT " T14E ■ RESPONSES TO 
QUESTIONS ASKED DID NOT SHOU DECEPTION. 



F* 
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^ DEPARTMENT OF WJSTICE i 
iiEKAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
COMMUNICATION MESSAGE FORM 



^PAGE 3 UNCLAS E F T 0 



AMINISTRATIVE 

THE NEU YORK 1>IVISI0N SHOULD CONSIDER SENDING A POLYGRAPH 
EXAMINER TO ACCOMPANY THE INTERVIEWING AGENT TO PROVIDE. POLYGRAPH 
EXPERTISE. 
BT 
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]@ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ^ 
COMMUNICATION MESSAGE FORM 



PA6E M 



ADMINISTRATIVE NOTE/TICKLER COUNT: 

ON a/El/'IS-. SSAS MmHHHIB AND i 

POLYGRAPH HNTT, F B T H fl , FTrFWrOhT^M , WERE CONTACTED AND 
IDENTIFIED JMHH|HHHIi^^^CONDUCTE]> A POLYGRAPH 
EXAMINATION OF "JOHN DOE-." AN ALLEGED MAFIA HITMAN-. WHO APPEARED 
ON THE TELEVISION SHOM "A CURRENT AFFAIR" AND ADMITTED 
PARTICIPATING IN THE MURDER OF JIMMY HOFFA- LAURENDI APPEARED ON 
THE SAME SHOU AND REPORTED THAT "JOHN DOE" SHOWED NO DECEPTION 
DURING HIS EXAMINATION. ATTEMPTS TO IDENTIFY "JOHN DOE" HAVE 
BEEN NEGATIVE. THE NEli) YORK DIV ISION HAS RECO MMENDED AGAINST 
CONTACT (il ITH THE ^IHOy?; PR ODUCER-. ^IB^—K AND THE ON-SCENE 
REPORTER-. JIBHBW on fi/gl/ll-. TH IS MATTER UAS DISCUSSED 
UITH ASSISTANT SECTION CHIEF^HH|HiR ORGANIZED Cf?IME/DRUG 
DERATIONS S ECTION #2-. AND DETITOI T^DIVISION ORGANIZED CRIME ?:SA 

UHO BOTH AGREED THAT |HBBHB|il||^^^HIMBHHF 
^'PE ADVISES THE NEU iHI H I n I lull I n IMBBBBIMI^ 

WHICH WILL BE REVIEWED BY THE POLYGRAPH UNIT 




Drafted Bv? Uy/Aivi/seui (fa) Room/TL *; 3n7t. Phone No; 33qf 
COPY DESIfiNAflONS: 



(GALLERY ROU, SUITE 5) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

January 14, 1991 



To: SAC, Detroit (183A-1155) (p-S) 



FBIWLENO. 9-60052 



LABNO. _ 00911023 S QY 
6-- ■ 0092804 6 S QY 

HOFPEX 

00: Detroit 



KxamiDBtion requested b;; 

Examination requsBted: 
Specimens received: 



Detroit and Washington Metropolitan Field Office 

Detroit communication dated September 5, 1990 and 
Washington Metropolitan Field Office communication 
dated September 28, 1990 




Specimen received September 11, 1990, from SAC, Detroit, under cover 
of conununication dated September 28, 1990 (00911023 S QY) : 

Specimen personally delivered by Special Agent 
September 28, 1990 (00928046 S QY) : 



Result of examination: 



Specimen Kl is being retained in the Laboratory until 
called for by a representative of the Washington Metropolitan 
Field Office. Specimen Ql is being returned to the Detroit 
^vision under separate cover by registered mail. 

2 - SAC, Washington Metropolitan Field Office (183A-1155) 
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To: Washington Metropolitan Field Office 



FBI File No. 
LobNo. 00928046 S QY 



Referenro: Conununlcation dated September 28, 1990 

Your No. 183-1155 
Re: HOFFEX 
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FBI LABORATORY 
Washington, D. C. 




_box(es), JL bag(s), : envelope{s), vlal(s), 

of sealed.evid^ce for'examlnatlon In connection with case number*l£ 

entitled ^^^^'' j- _ 



Numberl 

Evidence Should Be 
□ J^Tailed Back 
B Picked Up By 
Contributor 



this evidence will remain in the custody of the FBI Ijaiaoratofy white the axaminattons are being conducted. Folovwng 
completion of the examinations, a report cont^ning the results of the examinations and the disposition of ttie evidence will be 
forwarded to your department. If evidence is picked up personally, your representative should identify it with the Laboratory 
case number(s) assigned in the FBI Laboratory report. 

(• •■ 

Director 

, ■^v ".'^ *. Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 
g] AIRTEL 



PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 
CH Routine 



CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 
O SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 

Dat e 1/20/93 



FROM 
SUBJECT 



: DIRECTOR, FB I . 
(Attn: IflBHHH^ O-C-Z^^ug 

Operational .^ctTonl^^^ 

LCN/igc/Labor Unit) 

^"^^ 

: SAC^ DETROIT (281A-DE-67821) (P) (C-8) 

rClnbEFEX 

OC/DI - LCN - DETROIT FAMILY 
(OO: DETROIT) 



Enclosed for the Bureau are four newspaper 
clippings from "The Detroit Free Press" concerning the 
disappearance of JAMES R. HOFFA.. These articles were 
published in the December 19, 20 and 21, 1992, editions of 
"The Detroit Free Pres^' . 

(2)- Bureau (Enc. -4)'^!'''^ 
2 - Detroit / ■ , / • 

JMFrbrs // ., /''-/'--/ 

(4) ■;- f ! I 




Approved: 



Transmitted 



Per 



(Number) (Time) 
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FD-350 (Rev. 5-8-81) 



(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 




^ Jaraes Mp Hoffa 

Jltoie from I)cUoit Lwal 299 
I ""Jjo lead" the T-^instcrs frum 
, " 1957-b7, w ht entered" 
I :.,federal ipnsoii' torconspiracy,-. 
fraud and jury ♦-•mpeiing ^ 
Paroled in 197 1 *^Hoffa was 
i^faenton regalnIn^J^ea^Kters/■ 
<'tffice when he vasished J(jly~' . 
^30/1975. 



mi- 




Antfiony (Tony Pro) 
Provenzano 'I 

,^ewnrk NJ area leamsters 
(1 boss identified by fedcraJ 
|»Jiuthonties . as a • lieutenant : of .i 
' organifcd cnme Convicted 
*_|abor racketeer who spent | 
"tune With Hoffa at the federal_^ 
penitentiary 111 I^wisburg^P^ i 




, Louts (lii^P%) UiitwD 

I^ittmer president of a PonUacjk' 
/J>ainfesJoiSlSnd eonfidant'f ^ 
(S Hoffa'sTffoffl stopped to ^ ' 
psit hiin en route to a meeting" 
.'the dayJje'vafitshed lonteaucLi 
'aBcavaed'HofS'ialanaonaJ^ 



The Detroit Free Press 
12/19/92 



Character: 281A-DE-67821 

Classification: 

Submitting OtJfco: Detroit 
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In the Ked Fox lot.- Hoffa <got mto 
Joev Giacatone's^ car: dnven by. 
Chuckle O^Bnen," who had borrowed it' 
.earber..to.de!iver a'fish. • ■ ■■ 
Hoffa bebeved he would be taken to. 
a meeting witn Anthony Provenzaiio 
and Anthony Oiacalone to smooth out 
- probtems between JloffasamJ Tony- 
Pro. 

In realty, it was a setup for an^ 
assassination.catned:out by New Jer- 
sey Teamsters close to Provenzano — 
Thomas Andretta and. the .Brtgugbo : 
brothers. Gabnel and Salvatore. 

Tfie mob wanted to • keep ■ Hoffa | 
• from getting back m the. onion and 
damping, down on the mobs easy 
access to umon pension funds during 
the presidency of Frank- Fitzsimmons. I 

The killmg was probably quick, and 
the body most likely destroyed not far 
Horn the murder site, somewhere m i 
the Detroit area | 

Investigators and others involved m | 
the case say the murder probably was i 
authonzed at the highest levels of 
organized crime, which did not foresee 
all the pressure it would generate on its 
operations. 

The HOrt-FX theory was some 
whdt substantiated by..jldter discover I 
.& ies[, records -V, of i, telephone.; ra^^jfrom^l 
^Provenzano's-il eamstersHlodal 40" 
0 Bnen s home number several weeks 
^before.Hofeivamshed.-j-. ,v , , ... ' 
.vK,t'»iThe^»me.-number- was found on ■ at 

tshp''<^*paper atthe'honie of Saivatore^ 
_^ BrigugliofinfParanius.iNJ;, when I' Hl.i 
I^agentsamved to se^di itthe day after,; 
^te was'sbin^ ^ ■* 
,,,^''^nj }0u guysicyeruquit'" Bn- 
<;gu^gho'siMu^askedr.when the. family's 
' |{MunungfcMra3^srapted^^ KBI^. 

^^a^^;(Ch.^) OTJrien has his I 
.feowwftbfflSy/Sjout'Hnffa; ;The, g^^ 
.tiffi"kJl&:iSffasai ewSse' to delve' 



'It ^tso crazy," said O'Bneni wlio 
■spelt 10 inonths m pnson ur 1979 fora 
• laborlaw vidattoa and falsifying a loan 
vapphcatrah'-'People saying ;they saw 
.^this and pwple pying they .saw that. It 
'jiKtmade'rae crazy ^ 

'"niere'snowaytherewasameet- i 
.jng with Tony Giacalone or Tony Pro- : 
venzano. and I don t care what anybody 
says. It -:just never liappened that 
way. ... Td. have to be an insane 
maniac to use Joey s car and take Mr. 
Hoffa." 

Although manv of the key figures 
have died orgone to pnson for vanous ■, 
crimes, the FBI still regards the Hoffa 
case as opea The bureau used the 
case as a springboard for a senes of 
other mvestigations that struck deep I 
mto organized cnme and led to govern- 
ment control of the Teamsters. 

"Hoffa was never found, but you 
have to balance the fact that the mas- 
sive resources devoted to it paid off m 
the end. said Koenig. tlie top state 
pohce member of the Hofia investiga- 
tive team. There were a number of 
cases , . . where there were convic- 
tions and people put m jail, puttuig 
really kind of a damper on mob activity 
m the Detroit area for many: years. 

That doesn t make James Hoffa feel 
much better about his father s fate. 

"What amazes me with, all the 
informants the FBI has, all the suppos- 
edly bad guys who have'tumed;over 
over the years, that they've never be<;n > 
able to come'up.with aiiybne;who has-i 
said. 'Oh^by the way,det nie;teil',you • 
about Mr Hoffa,' " he said 

"And.now.after 17 year5,pl;really 
dosi't think theyje going to solve it: It 
makes me real sad that's not goingfto 
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mcoMB 
p5 coumy , 



T2P.M:?H0FFA"? 
WAS SEEN AT THE 
^RED FOX BUT DID 
NOT ENTER. " 



AT ?:30 HE CAttEO.HOME 
{PROB/fiLYF=RGMA 
NEARBY PAY,i?H'ONE), 
AND TOLO;HIS*WiFE.H- 
JOSEPHINE;??^ ONE.HAD 
SHOWN UP;FOR HlS'« - 
MEETING -~. 




i AROU^4D'3:^0, HOFFA 
, CALLED. LINTEAU- ; 
I GRIPING THAT HE'D 
f BEEN STOOD UP. 




m ATE IN THE AFTERNOON. HOFFA 
i_^4EFT THE PARKING LOT. ONE 
^WITNESS SAID HE GOT INTO A B»G, 
DARK CAR WITH OTHER MEN. HOFFA 
WAS NEVER SEEN AGAIN. 




HAJVtoAMCK . 

DETROIT.W :g 



i^NVESTlGATORSiBELlEVEiHOF FA WAS 
(BOVHRPOWEREO (N>THE:CARi AND THEN 
S KILLED SOMEWHERE IN THE DETROIT 
AREAiiONE OF THE PLACES SEARCHED FOR. 
THE BODY WAS CENTRAL SANITATION' 
SERVICES (N HAMTRAMCK FEDERAL^ , 
AUTHORITIES THINK THE KILLERS WERE, - 
FROMiNEW JERSEYtAND GOUUD HAVE BEEN: 
OUT;pF MICHIGAN BY^NIGHTFALL , ;r 




»'iMOSES HARRIS/DetiDit Free Press,.- 
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Jimmy Hoffa isWe niosf]^ 
missing pGTton iir iline^ca, the stuff 
^of legend, mysteiy and faiagedy.^ : 

Authorities are convinced they ^ow what happened to the 
p dyIlam^kWr■leade^^who was bit Seen ahve on July 30, 1975, ui a 
'^restaarant'parkmg'lot in Bloomfield Towu^pi 
~ , This Kthe Starr d how those conchisions were reached — 
ab detailed u* pre\iously secret law enforcement files 
o'^tamed by tlte Free Press other p^hce records examined 

■ for-the-first',time;and' interviews ^itJi nianv of the, people:-,, 
m\dved The anirce matenal includes the dailj updates 

iifrom Detroit agents to FBI headquarters; transcripts of tapped 
phone calls', informante' reports and interviews with suspects 

i'lnterest in Hoffa lias been rekindled by a biographical movie " , :i 
"due-out at Chnstmas.- But neither: the movieinor the 

■ books about Hotfa afford a,: fuil'picture ofitKeito 
mystery, a larger-^llian-life story of Teamsters; mobsters, secret . 
meetings, frustrating searches and trails to' nowhere ^ 
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Unheeded warning: /You don't 
know who you're bucMg* " ^ 

•Copyright- 1992. Detroit free Press 
BY JACK KSESNiUt 
ANU'JOESWICKARD 

FreeTresB Ssa£f Writers " •* 

B. ver lunch m the 
-presidential . suite 
at the tattered j 
Book Cadillac Hotel j 
in dowTitown De- i 
-troit, Coleman s 
Young was - talking f 
deal and Jimmy Ho& ; 
" was listening. \' 
Two tough guys 
from the streets of Da- 
- ■ troit, they .spoke the 
same language. They shared the bond - 
of having risen against the odds and 
the establishment to positions of eqor- 
mous power. Along tiie wav, bath:had 
made plenty of friends and some senous ' 
enemies, but neither backed away from • 
a battle : ■. 

"The mayor always enjoyed people 
with a wide Me e:tpenence," said Mal- 
colift Dade, then a mayoral aide; who 
jtimed Young and Hoffa for the meeting on 
July 29. 1975. "He woulAi't have much to 
say to the queen of -England, but^Jimmy 
Hoffa? certainly liad expenence.'V''^ 

Now; the mayor was asking theiexiled 
■tormer president of the Teamsters-whether ; 
it wa possible to wmg a loan from the 
union's pension-funds to keep thaBook tn-'"--j^''-i-^^-< ! 
busmess ITiouph his parole banned him^ ^^t.*^ 
=;^from;umon activities, Hoffa stilled doutiwith-s^ne -Teariisters 
..''people „ jf ' 4*- • 

**:.-Dade recalled that the short* thickset Hoffa project^hisusml self^ ■- 
confidence idurmg the meetingland .was»attentiv^tp^te^mayoKs 
proposal but noncommittal " ;f J V|^S^S?i^5^^ 

. Hoffahadleftamuchdiffcrentmrpressioivjost before the me^ • 
in a.tJiance encounter with Ricardd'Lubienskiiiatttbeitime.a'Detrfflt 
ComniiMi Pleas Court judge t*, > X r&.!3^s t 

Searchuig for a cigarette iiiadune pnor.tO:a=jnd^-ct»rference, 
iLubienski was startled to recogmzl one of the few other people in the • 
Book's lobby 







■ "My God. it's Jmiiny-Hofb; .'■'Lubienski'thdight,' renarkingjtOT 
tamseJf tiiat Uns supposed dyiiamo of a man appearetJ ^small, lonely " ^ \ 
sffid viitaM-able " Z^'^i^ ' zj "'4 *■ J'f 
^T^judge and Hofia 'hook hands iSid ,eichange5"a few words,'^ ' ] 
Lub'ieiSki reminded ifoCa that flie Teainsters^had helped Ws cam- 
paigTfOT judge 'J'^'l ^ Z.,C^^^^ ^ \ v» ' 

* ^Nice guy, Lnbjen_ki thought as they jarted - „ ' t - - ^ i,' 

Mentally reconsffuairig thdt bnef ,incVtjng countless ^ Umes, . 
Lubienski keeps coming back to the eene image of Hoffa looking x - 
isolated m Uie lobby "J 3-; 

Cert^niiiy, Janies Riddle Hoffa had a lot on his^nund that was more ( 
unportant to hmi than savmg the Book At 62, he was 3'A yearb out of 



HOFFA, Page 2739 



Despite warning; 

Hoffawasseten- 
. - - i; 
regaining power n 



HOrrA, fron> Pajje lA 



prison ■ and: detemuned, — with his 
usuaJ bulldog intensity .TT^ to win court 
clearance for a hid to rcciaim the 
Teamsters presidency;: . 

. Toward that end.. Hoffa ,had a cru- 
aal ■ nieetuig on tap for, tomorrow, out 
in:Blooiiifield--TowTiship.,,. 

■-:'Pete;' you like; to ibreathei don't 
vou.'"-Hotta:rece.ntly had askcH Peter 
Karagoaan, an o]d-,unioa:pal.-."That's 
how b 1(1 1 1\ mt to get back in ' 

Jloffa sdid he^had some scores 
settlein the umon?Karagozian advised 
him to get a bt^y^ard, warning, "You 
don't Imow wiio you're bnickmg." 
.. -:H6fia:s;^gged it off "They 
haven't giot 'the guts." ^ 

f About 250 miles away, Detroit la- 
bor lawyer James' Phflip Hoffa, 
34-yearTold soni'Of 'the lunion, 
legaid; was eiyoying a vacation 

. ■viitii his wife and two boys it i 
cottage on the b?rk<5 of B<«rd - 
man. River, south of .1 raverse" 
Gityfi'iThe: finicky northern 
i^^lchlgan'?'weathtr had been 
.good. He, was relaxed. . 
( lIriSt.Louis,Hoffa's<:laugfv 

Jjter.rBarbara Chancer, also a 

E ilabor.iawycr; was m.the middlej; 

. of one:of Uie:most1iectic sufflT, 
mers sJfe cbuldTemaiiber; On: 
^top of a^OTjhjngjxffk'siiied- 

■ ert;astedt5MnpanxSt«itive, 
was mthe hosptaJi'recovenng 
frorn; surgery :after:. a senous 
ear crash There also were 
bacfc-to^schonl'thmgsto'do for- 
>the.-: couple's - ■l:iryear-old . 
daughter * 
What else IS going to come;' 
. up,:Grancer.wonder«l. ; & 
. . On Jufv 30. igyS^iJinimy.- 
r.Hoffa.awoke.as^iKuai-at 6:30.; ^ 

-.like, a m^-imdliU-UT^m^, 



Unce a sni'inier-only Tesi- 
denc£ in northcni Oakland 
Comity s coitage countiy,.the 
place had been refurbished mA insulat-, 
ed by Hoffa tor year-round living. 

At 7-A5 a.m.. he took a call from the 
president of a New York Ciiy''r^n>; 
sters local. Although technicMly no 
longer a Teamster, Hoffa kept upwi.th 
union matters and was in regular con- 
tact with local leaders. ■■ , . 

It was imiMrtant to keep: his net- 
■ work ahve for the triumphant return he 
envisioned. A meetinj? that afternoon- 
would help clear the way. 

Hoffa told lus wife, Josephine, he 
would be gone for a while in the 
afternoon, but expected to tte home by 
4 pja and would griE steaks for their, 
dinner. After 39 years of marriage, she 
knew he would not be late, 
cut". The meeting, to uliich Hoffa finally 
had agreed after severaJ broken dates, 
was to be a sit-down with Anthony 
; Provenzano, a New Jersey Teamsters 

! iboss known to friends as Tony Pro — ^ 




and known to federal investigators as : 
an associate of the Mafia.- :- : v 

• Hoffa awl Provenzano.. had-.- Seen: 
feuding since they did time together at : 
the faiera! poiutentiarv ui I^ewishurg." 
i^a. — .Hoffa for traud. conspiracy aiid: 
jury ,: tampering. - Tony Fro ^for,' racke- . 
teenng='and extortion. Hoffa- blamerJ 
Provenzano and his pals m the mob for 
■much of the federal heat that had come 
idowni.on. the !earasters:?and"theu-. 
president in the fi^faOs s 

Brotliers Aiithony^and\Vito-Giaca- - 
loisc-— ■ loiiy Jack^and B31y;Jack to- 
fnends and the police who. regularly 
tailed them had lobbied hard for the : 
Deacc.'. meeting. Hie ^GiacaJoncs de- 
scribed themselves as busmessmen but 
autlionties regarded both as captains 
tof.theDetroitiMafia.ti-*« ' 



Hofb exiKcted Jony Jack , 
to be- atithe'^1neet]ng;'^whicfi-<' 
undoiibtedlyiSdoHimated: !:his ' 
thoughts as he. puttered-m the / 

'■■ yard* and^chatted".with ''Marty J 
Woent,:,ithe sll--ycar-oldj boy., 
next door ^ ^ ' 

:Woehl-.: remembered- that- 
the converration ended aroundc. 
9.a.m. whenHofTa went msidel 
to answer the phone: :nie boy^^ 

. wtuTdtd ocGisional errandsforv-' 

I Hoffa, ialways ^had'jliked j-his'. 
neighbor ^ 
"He.treated youilike a real' 
person; he gave you respect,'si 

. Woeh! said.. And when you're . 
a kid,> you : reaEy appreciate' 
that " 

Woehl. . who still lives in the 
house next door.'said that was 
the last qmet day.in the.neigh^ 
borhood for-quite some tme.^ 
That'.:morning. Charles. 
Lenlon O'Brien — everybody 
called hun Ghiickie ~ was in ' 
the basement of Marvin 
Adell's house on Ink.ster Road 
in Bloomfield' Township, get- . 
tmg dressed for work. :->'; :" j 

He donned a white shirt and', 
sport coat. A neckbe would be 
l.choker ftff the 5-foot-<8,;-200^plus::' 
pound CBnln on what promised to \Se 
a hot day ,,s^' ^ ^ ^ j ^ 

O'Bnen jihad" been bunking with' 
Adell, a wealthy mdustnalist and long- 
tune fiiend, for about_a year, smce - 
^O^nen's first mafnage^went.on'^the . 

. -The arraiifrement was about to end 
because Chuckie who worked for tlie 
Teamsters at lunon headquarters ;on 
Tnimbull near Tiger btadium in Do ■ 
troit,'had remarried ind w is transfer- 
rmi; to a job with the union in Flondi . 

Chuckle s new wife. Brenda^ had a 
family busuics.s ' m the ^ South, , and ? he r 
was readv to i?et out of Detroit— ^.andi. 
tilt, long bhadow of Jimmy Hofta ,^ {i 
' . i .The-sonjofia Teamstwiwho^wasj:. 
:kiDed'm theumon's violeni^'TforiMUve;^ 
' yearS'S^wherfiroHia'm^l^^hisvw^ . 
to the top ~ O'Bnen had'bem ^n- 
■: sored by Hoffa intavanous union jobs.'; 
Asa youngmaii; he was almost enibar- 
. 'rassingly devoted lo'Hoffa. dcsirjbmg - . 
hraibetf as Jimrav'b foster , son and 
calling Hoffa VDad"', , ^ 

But the relationship between Hoffa' 
and O'Bnen, '40, had-^ured Hoffa 
Ijetieved O'Bnen had squandered some; , 
of his money while Hoffa was in prisdn < 
; . O'Bnen had increasufgly/allied hmiself 
with FrankF itzsuniiions, Hoffa's hand- 
■ picked successor; asi umon- president;:^ 
^ and now his rml for power Fitzsim- 
^nSm had l^i^dO'BriM i^t the Bmi-^ 
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HOFFA; from Fage:12A 
da job. 

. People in the union's: power cirde . 
"regarded O'Bnen as a onetune trasted"?' 
Hofla underling wfio didn't shy. away 
from tough jobs, but lately was more a) 
braggart and gosap, with,a' ^owng 
reputation for embr(Mdenhg jhe^truth?;-; 

Since 0'Brien"^didn't hav<>iajuir, 
Adell;gavf flint abft on weekdays,to aw 
iJioppifig center at Maple''ar»l Tele- 
graph roads,-:wherL',Teanister organiz- 
er. Bobby. Holmes Jr. picked hmi up for. 
the nrte into Detroit ^ 
;.^^,Oniis day; ©"Bna) was early enough V 
. tol>%"aEree^Pres3andwassitt]ngona- 
• stnp':pf%aw- reading • when 'Hohnes 
arrived; He was at worthy 9:15 a.m., 
.but iOTon • would -havesia - very fishy 
reason' to leave.- 

Hofia readies for meeting 

^ Around H a m AnttonyGiawlone 
Uncle Tony to ChuUue O'Brien - 
iidrovea bIackr<)ver?peach Cadillac with 
'^^slTprida hceobe plates into fhe'parking 
ijikit of the Trawlers Tower on E\er- 
Sgffcen Road m SouthfieM f lis destuia; 
tion'was oa the first floor, the Soothe r , 
field AthletfcqubtJ'j^.A ^iJIJ 



f: Giacaloiie usually kept to hmscM at 
the chib, or spent Urae, in ; the; steam* 
room.'-But - todav, : he - was^ outgoings' ■ 
greeting oUier • members,, shaking , 
hands and . signing . up for: a 12:.i0 ■, 
'pessioiKWith mJTsseiir Greg Ryan. ■> 
I Chuckle, C^Bnen had 'deadedito , 
pkfp Sunwn meehng hUws^ 
toat^ul^ Toronto ^)doit%o^^1i 
the ?^;m6iTnuig^ip«Kkmg ; lujL: ferewSal ^ 
tlijngs.ior, his; upcoming. movfe.i,-He 
ambled out :of his i'second-flodriofBce, 
around. 11:15 aim." and:saw. aiseven- 
foot-long cardboard carton- atting on. 
theTeceptionisfs desk:^-^; 
*" "A fish:" the receptionist .said. 
•, A salmon, to be exact, 

sent frozen by; a Seattle , ^ 

Teamsters'ofBcral to De- ' 7 
troat^local^leader. Bobby-. ' 
Hdlnies'Sf. O'Brien' heft- 
ed the awkward box and 
guessed it to weigh about 
40 pounds. Sloshing 
sounds came from inside 
and O'Bncn figured the 
big fish had been sitting at 
the airport for a few days. 

With little else to do, 
he offered to run it out to 
Holmes' Farmmgton HiDs 
residence before the fish 
went bad. 

A union-owned station wagon used 
for errands was gone, so O'Brien called 
his buddy Joey Giacalone, son of Uncle . 
Tony, at his office at Lift All, a heavy 
maclunerv firm on West Vemor. Sure, 
Joey said, l U pKk you up, you drop me 
back here and then you can use iny car • 
to dehver tKe fish. v,. s, , 
. Joey >.;Giacak)ne . .amved "at Cthc; 
Teamsters office a httle before noon in ^ 
his new.^burgundy Merciffy?Marquis; 
Brougham. O'Bnen'walked out with 
the unwieldy carton over his shoulder, 
irked that -it^was dnpping pink hquid 
onto hia white 'shnt. ; 

-Spreading newspapers to catch the 
seeping. mess,^(yBnen and.GiacaJonc . 
puts one ;ciri;-of?jhcf bojam r the>rear. 
fobtwd) afllie big Mbwiryiijd aijgled • 
the other Mid out tlie opposite window. 

IJolmes, was awdy, at the union 
meeting in iToronto. He was surixised, 
to learn O'Bnen.was'a no-show, asking 
a ' coinpaniori.H'sWhere v the hell - is the ■ 
little bastard' 

Holmes' wrfe, Vi v,asdMliiiR with a 
cranky infant son when OBnen arrived 
at nudday/wite a; thawing fish dnpping; 
htood- aflf oyefiher- clean : fl6brsS|jS'>*''^: 



•.. , O^Brien hustled Ihc:; box' mto ^tlie 
fatcheni and opened-ititVi 'Holmes ) re^ 
coiled at the sightof the fish staring up 
at her ^ 

"I can't stand it.'i'she smd 
. Don't worry, said O'Brien, grab- 
bmg a knife and chopping off the head.- 

'TU^cut;" hc said.; ;Vou wrap." 

TTieyqaickly reduced the saliiionto' 
a tidy stack of steaks. O Bnen .made a 
couple of calls that no one seemed to 
answer and then left, taking with him 
the soggy fish box, and the head- and 

Josephme, then cleaned^ up for his 



shirt with a zipper front, blue pants andv 
blue shoes. . . 

|Hoffa wore his Irailemark, working- 
man's white socks Jo said he always 
wore thera because dark socks w eren't 
absorbent enough for his sweaty feet. 
Even when he was union president, he 
wore custom made socks thatlwere 
black from the ankle up sand white, 
cotton on the bottom. • 

Before leaving home, Iloffa called 
Waiiam Aumocki a business agent ,witli 
a sdgn-pamtfirs' rmion local m Hazel 
. Parfc Hofia asked him to find someone 
to paint a mural at the lakefront house, 
wWch everyone still referred to as "the 
cottage " \ 

Hoffa said he didn't want a gift; he'd 
pav for the pamtmg. . 

About 1:15 p.m.; Hoffa was piloting 
his green Pontiac Grand Vilte^ south. 
, He *dn't use his^ seat ^brit^and ted 
i -inserted a plastic Gifd into thetlasp to 
^ence an irritating buzzer;-, - ■ . 

'Before his meetiin» HotLi v, mted 
;tO stop^tnTontiac to see; .'thu Pope, 
-it.'fit ~wasi*an;^unusual nickname for 
I^uie "Linteau, -who, at%61, had^a 
iweathered face, crew,: cut i^hair,'aiid a? 
foiil nibuth' Fnends hadjiung hiramth ■. 
thL moniker years dgo" becau«lhe 
seemed to be everywhere.all:the.time. 
• Dnteau was a formcriprcadent- of 
Teanisters lx)cal bl4 >mvPontiac:and^ 
had been a close friend of Hoffa's for" 
decades-'Hoffa had secretlyhelped hjmj^ 
start his new limou.sirie:compaD!y,j!^ffi-;: 
port Service Lines, in an old garage' atr 
200 N Paddfick ut Poiitjac 
c= Hoffa stopped I^Once mia.white to 
use the weight bfting'equipmeht m an 
exercise room' Linteau set up. at the 
rear of tht place ^ 

ilnport berviip einplo\ees said 
Hoffa was obviously m a hurry when he 
arrived around 1 30 p ra They told 
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him Lmteau had left 10 irunutes earEer 
to go to the^bank and fake an employee, 
tvntina Green/ to lunch. 
.. : Speakmgv-toradispatcher''. Elmer 
Reeves — ibut^ talking loudly enough 
for,-two other employees- tO: hear — ' 
Hoffa said, he was on his way to a 
restaurant, m a shopping center at 
j cJegraph and Maple; the MaduK Red 



. ,,.Hofia.said*he-.had-,a.^ 

With -Tony Cualane and Jtwb other 
guys. He said their names, but Reeves 
and the- other cmjitoyees didn t catdi 
them as Hoffa left. 

At 2; 10 p.m., about the time Tony 
GiacaJone.was getting off the massage 
table, Lmteau, was on the phone to 
Local 299 in Detroit, askmg whether a 
.. secretary for the local had paid out of 
:her own pocketfor ChuckieJP'Bnen's 
plane Ucket to Florida Linteau knew 

about O'Brien's past money troubles 
with HofbT former president.of;toc2l 
299. 

And through CBiren, Linteau also i 
knew Anthony Giacalone. In fact, he 
had paid Giacalone $135,000 for a 
Florida condominium. Ijnteau later 
would say he had heard that OT&ien 
was turning to Unde Tony for money 
and wonder aloud how OTSnen was 
gomg to pay the debt. 

A string of no-shows 

The parkmg lot was hot So was 
Jimmy Hoffa. His company , was late. 

At 2:15; ■ Hoffa stalked to the pay 
phone on a post m front of Daiiunan 
Hardware- 'directly behind the Red 
Fox, and called home. . 
' "Where the.hell is Giacalone'" he 
.asked Josephine;VShessa«l she.liadn't 
heard froni anyone ^ ' 

■ A few' people^recoi^iized hnn, in- 
:cludmg; a isiiburban .ideveloper who 
4thought.it!odd^to see, such a famous 
Mgure ;pacmg!SKl fMgetmg by lumself 
sin^a^parkuigilof. . 'ihT 

^^CTwo Southfield real estate brokers 
if iond a client saw Hoffa as they emerged 
from the Red Fox after a long lunch. 

■ ■ One of tlie brokers approached hini. 

"You proliably don't remtmher 
i-^nie," he to!dHoff»: "but we met wh^n • 
iyou spoke at the Lions Ghib downtown 
a couple of week ago ' ' 
! The broker nMiiembered Hoffini^ 
t"cordial as'lBJ^fiell" aWSoH himTffie 
MLlons were^^'a'rgffflt biindiiof^gu^ 



■ . They shook liands and parted," and 
'the broker would never forget 'Hofe's 
:gnp: "Likt shaking hands with a st^cl 
bar.' lie said. 

While Hoffs'iperspu'ed, a . freshly 
barbered Tony- Ggcalone got into the 
elevator of the Travelers Tower alxiut 
3 p ra- and pushed the button for the 
fourth floor. He'waiked into Smte.442 
for au hour's V)Sit with lawyer tonard 
Humphrey, k . . 

Louis Linteau returned to his office 
around 3 p-m. and was told that Hoffa 
had been there. Tl>e meeting made 
sense to Linteau. He knew about the 
trouble between Provenano and Hoffa 
and he knew that the- Giacaknes had 
visited Hoffa at home Jtdy/12 -rjthe 
only tune they were ever in his house. 
I loffa told Lmteau that a meeting was 
arranged. ... : 

At 3:27 - p-m., Lmteau got a call 
from Hof&. He was funotts. 

"That dirty son of a bitdi Tony 
Jocks'set this meeting up, and he's an 
hour and-a haH late," Hofia said. * 

Calm down, Linteau said. Drop by 
the o£5ce on your way home.t 
Hoffa said 




o.out.of^BaGkhome,' 

character, Jshe" »f J;£;"?>''''44, 
was' woJrried,^„ \'^Srfmen,. 
but sheiwTsn't'^^j^^ffM^ 



ews. 



calL-Jmnhyi. „ ^. 
edpcoi^emedv 
dlmgmhisbusj- 

■ iness ..-7-- 
especially jtlie* 



Lmteau was : -tn-ftJ^k^JJ^^^? 

back in: iiissof-- - and hCr 

^ice by 9 40 ;^'s<~hii, 



• "Let nie talk to Jumny. Lmteau 
said to-Josephme ^ . 
.. ';Where is ray husbandP^i'she cried. 

Linteautnedtoreassure her; then 
hung up and called the Red Fox ^ 

"You mean . Jimmy, Hoffa?" a 
hostess said wlien he asked; There was 
no paguigr- system; sso : she .i quickly 
walked through the restaurant,.die(.4- 
iiig tables and the bar, : 

No Hoffa, she said 

Lmteau called Anthony Giacalone. 

"Have .you heard from the Littje.i l 
Guy?" he asked. . ' 

' No, why?" Giacalone answerec^' 

"He's not homeland he was 'si^p- 
posed to meet wiOfyou, ' said tmteam. 

Giacalone said he had no such nieA- 
. Jig scheduled and had- spent most 
the day at the Southfield Athletic Club 

Lmteau was~ worried He' called 
ijoseplune and toW.her'he would^ibe 
right over. .^^-is. i:^ 

> Oiuckie 0'Bnen,, at the'end of his 
workday, had caught; a nde with Joe, 
Valentj, an official ofiTeamsters Local 
214 m Detroit, to a car wash at Grand 
Rivcxand Qrchard;Lake:Road in Far- • 
mington, where Adell picked him up. 

They went out for a Chmese dinner. 

Back home, O'Bnen flipped on the 
television to watch the 11 p.m.'new3. 
Nothmg caught ' his 'attention 'and he 
went to l«d 

1 .{The^dosmg aew.left theRedrFox, 
•'arpi&*l?a.m..A"few workers noticed 
the-gfeeiivPonUac m-lhe parking lot, 
but didn't give it muchjihought , 

SiflidavintheFreeEVebS ' 
Cottuncnl section Jimmy's 
Gone Tlie police are called , 
Young Hoffei seeks answers 
fromChuddeCBritsi -'^ -y- 
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: Hoffa .waS'Seen^waitin^; 
outside m the parking lof of 
the Machus RedvFox •, . 
restaurant m Blooinfiekl.r 




• behind the 
restaurant 
Hoffifwas due home at 4 
pja, but he never-aimed 
Tlas account of the initial 
days of the H(rffe 
investigation is based <m hw 



bytheFreePrcMandr^int 
interviews. 
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1^ aroled from federal 
1^ prison S'A years earlier, 

^fofmer Teamsters 
IVesident Jimmy Hoffa had 
announced his plans in 1975 
■ to again seek die ^union ' 
leadership, lie jvould run 
agauist Frank'Fi^railbr^s 
onceJMs'{lote|er?ifr" ' 
^ (S^jiiIy-30?;Hd&i'left 
:.kime%r anjafterngwi 
?nieeting; He toW people the 
.-.partiaptintj, would mchide 
Anthony (Tony Jack) 
Giacalone, reputed_by J 
federal authontiestto. be a 
captain of organized crime in 
Detroit 




HOFFA, Page 2743 



II 

lAST 



, J. Cart Greimier - 

Chiefof detectiTes of the 60- 
^rieffi^BtoomfieU Townsliip . 
, Poke Department,- was the 
„iirst,officer in charge of the 
Hoffa investjgatjQnrqmckly 
sensed; it was no^ordinauy 
Hu^^person mvestigation. 



'x* James Hipii^Koffii 

Son , of . the famous .union- 
leader; a labor lawyer who was 
34^when his father 
(iisappeared. Short and solidly 
built like his dad, he quit the 
Michi^ State foothall team : 
after two seasons to 
concentrate on his studies. 




'>^v ,^,Bartara Crancer:/ < 

Hoffa's ddest dHid,'fll& a 
'lawyer; hveSfJin StJ^Tiouis, ' • 
v^here her husbawd tos a steel 

■ company executive.' She wasv,, 
haunted by a mental image of 

i.'her;,father, seated:and, 

-tSlun«)ed over,-^ her ffight .v.. 

-itookloif for Mtchigari?^9}j; ■ ■ 



' ^ ^ Frank fitzsiminons 

Hoiffa's handpicked choice to 
succeed Wi as Teamsters 
president when Hoffa went to 
pnson; then became Hoffa's' 
nvai for control of the imion. 
.'Made.a qiuet visit to Detroit 
five days before Hoffa 



mYBEffilTOOl 
A UTILE TRIP' 




Chuckie ^ ^ 
O'Brien, whose 
relationship} ^ 
; withii^ltny.^ P 
Hoffahadr; 
gone sourSy 
I975fsaysjie, 

hirras riaBr 
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lA.horde of-reixatm^. ^ ^ 
"descend on the H'Sfa ^ 
property on Squ^^^ 
Lafce. The first word from 
police IS "no reason to 
suspect foul pla:^^-'but« 
speculation is r»npant that^- 
Hoffa was-kidiupp^'and' 
killed ' •> 



Bloomfield Township police tow 
^ Hoffafs car to a garage and 
^ nervously pop open the trunk, half 
expectmg to find a body. The trunk 
. IS empty. Stateipolice;, Detroit 
s ^Police mob eKpertsiand.the FBI 
. ;amve tohdp. . 



Chuckle O'Brien, right, at first 
won't sav where he was the 
afternoon Hoffa vanished, then 
tells Hoffa s son that he stopped 
'by the Southfield ■ ^-5*. 
,AthleUc Club to see 
'^Anthony Giacalone. 





^ ^ ^'M^W^*ii^**f 

■Betroit'pobce'begin'rintenseisurveillai-- 

,the:Giacalone;brothers;^'atctelgtt^^^ 
Cadillacs come and go'and''fe3vesdropping| 
.on conversations; Hoffa's"inamej_romes^ 
; only once.":' 




O'Bnen speculates that the*FBI'^^; ^1 
jbramwashed Hoffj's^son mto believmg' 
O'Brien was involved m the * \ 
j disappearance; He saya authodtid 
have dnvenaiwedge^betweeni 
I the two of tbeW' , ^ » ^.i 




:.Her father was , seated, Bui slumped over. 
v;^6iancer presMd &er riead a^inst the cool . 



©1992. Detroit Prse' 

jf !r#S "'S ■ hat^ do you mean Dad 

A^^'-M'^^B ' ^^'^ ^^^'^ 

^^^^ As the sun was nsing 
Julv31.1975,JainesHoffa 
- touldii'tfelieyeiwhat \os 
■■■ mother' wis jteDing^hini .'^ 
» ' over Ihe phoiie about his 
father' He knew' there had to be real'troaWe 

-Hoffa told his'iiiother he would ^ harter^a plane 
to get home as quicWy as possible from his vacataqp 
spot near Traverse Ctty His fan^y could follow Bsr^- 

At 7:30 a.m. Misaoun tune; the tdephone rafig% 
ta Barbara Crancer'b St Louis home 

i;'Your fdtlier didn't come home last mgbt," , 
Josephine Hoffa told her daughter?* 
- g, "I'll be there/t Crancer said. . 
-""-^She^got someone'to vfatcli her 12-year-old 
diughler and raced to the hospital bed where her 

• husbindwas recoveiing from a car, acadent. 

"Mom s sidiL" Crancer told himr not wanting to 
upset.her husband, "bhe needs me." From his 
hospital bed, Robert £rancer:wou!d'leans later 
-iwatchmg the. evening news why: his .We had, , ■• 
rushed out of town 
~ A~her fhght to Detroit rose L raiictr re^ted her, 
head against the window and closed her eyes In ^ 
her nund, she saw. Dad wearing a Wuevzipperrfronts 
'shirtjtbhB slackVahd ins* Woe^sbogiJgis^'-j,^* I, 



,Sd-sinndOT 

^f^'l'fl liiever.see.him agam/Vshe told. herself, 
' ; TAt'tfe H(ife fiiMM'on S^i^^ 

had grown increasaigly fcantic through the mght as 

sl4^sS;waitKg.wifc longtaw friend Louis Lmteau. 

Rye tiniw, a d^ coinpact- car fid pulled 

loiijg. driveway, badsed.out and.left, leaving » . • 

Josephine near hysteria. . 

' ytiteavi had falleii^asteep aroiind.3 a.m., but 

jQsepIaSsho<» hours later Was ^^^^^ ^^.^ 

ittme-tocafl^tepoliceE ^ him by ourselves." But he had no 

^Li^u told ter to wait a wMe ^ger ^ ^^^^ 

■ drove badt to bis ofBcemPontiac, where jimmy :„„ ™}^rrh would become - 

was;suppbsed.t0 stop after Tuesday's meeting dt "^S Re search would heconie. 

-,tfieM^usRedF(»c. . Loyafty goes out tile wmoow 

no sign of him in Pontiac^ »f-mteau ^ Hoffa's car sat at ohe endof ■ 
Uie Red Fox lot on Uiat Thursday 



VThen they arn\ed at the Ked Fox, - 
Greniuer and Capt. James Keller, the 
department's ' chief of, 'operations; : 
agreed 'that Hoffa's'c5r"^shouId be, 
towed 'to the garage" at "tJie" police '- 
hlation, up Telegraph to" near -Long . 
Lake Road, -v • -i-,^ ^{ff^ '^H'^^.^'J: 
Sooii, Hoffa's sou gave, verbal, au-; 
• thonzation to pop the trunk... i ■ . it. 

Grennier and other" .pohce who; 
gathered around half expectetl to find 
Hoffa's bodj' mstde. 

But the trunk TOS empty, ^ ' 
Grenmer recalls thinking at that;. 



HoffalSd said he was supp<»ed to meet. 
."Kd l wake you.'" Linteau asked. 
"No, I was making coffee," iGlacalone said. 
"The Little Guy never came home last nfeht," 
■Ltnteausaid, 

.Giacalone was irked. 

"Like I said last night," he told 
Unteau, "1 was at the Southfield Ath- 
letic Club." 

Any idea where he could be.' Un- 
teau asked. 

"Maybehe took a little trip," Giaca- 
lone said. 

i3y 7:45 a.m.. Lmteau was m the 
Red Fox parking lot. lookmg over a 
Pontiac that appeared to be Hoffa's. 

But the dnver's-side door was open 
and Linteau knew, lliat Hoffa always 
locked his car. bo he opened the glove 
box and found Hoffa's registrabon. He 
noted the plastic card to silence the 
seat belt bujiixr. . 

Linteau decided.it was dine to call- 
■ in the law. . . . .- ' . ,, v 

When the missmg person report, 
came into Bloomfield Towi^p police, , 
Chief of Detectives Lt Curt.Grennfer . 
thought It might be a joke. 

But within a few minutes, a patrol 
officer had confirmed that the. empty, r 
unlocked car in the Red Fox.kit was 
owned by frnimy Hofia. „ 
' Greniuer left uiimediately for the 
restaurant: lie remembers' thinking ji; 

- that if this did tuni out tojie somcthmg 
-big, htv didn't ► want anyTnistakes that 

: could come batk to haunt hini or his 60- f ' 
member department. iV. lS.*'^ " ' 
.■ Grwinieralsfj was awareiof recent 

- violence involvmgstheiTeamsterSi.vit . -:- 

Three wetki earlier,*'- the car of,-* 
Local 299 Vice President Richard Fiti- 
Simmons ~. ison of international unkaiKs 
.PresjdeHt Frank Jfita* " 



mornmgi Chuckie O'Brien was ; 
.dropped off as usual at the other end tol? 
await his ride to work at Teamsters r: 
offices inDetroit. . -l 
O'Brien was ifidebtecf to Frank Fitz- f 



orgiiiang pipject'on.the Alaska pipe^^ 
line", an assignment maders said was ac 
payback for blowuig money and tune in^ 
: California while supposedly.recrviitmgS 
ifarm workers. ' ■ s 

Now Fitzsimmons .had -agreed Xoi 



north of Miami; which pleased his new| 
■ wife, Brenda .Burger; who . was , from| 
Arkansas and not interested in livmg m| 
'the North'. ■ " 'rj,. . -• | 
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t - s 03rien even had. regsined his 
j'iimidn- credit cards, which were re- 

• •Vdted after his CaBforiiia rinsadveii- 
• ture.-' • ' 

■ ; Borii in Kansas City', Mo.,' ana a 
giaduate oifa militaiy academy, O'Bri- 

■ en, came to Detroit in 1952 and agned 
ion as junior organizer with the Team- 
' sters. Five years later, he was assigned 

■ to be an assistant to Hoffa. 

In ,1967, O'Brien was promoted to 
. an international organizer, but titles 
; niMnt little. For a long time, O'Brien 
' baacallytookcareofspecialfavorsand 
errands for Hoffa, and began describ- 
. ing himself as the union leader's foster 
son. 

• , He took credit for burglarizing a 
■reporter's apartment to look for law 
enforcement files and for pulling a 
gruesome stunt involving Detroit 
News Editor Martin Hayden. 

iRfled by the newspaper's anti-Hoffa 
staiice, (yBriea claimed he was part of 
the crew that sent Hayden a gift 
package containing a human head — 
its eyes propped open with toothpicks 
. from a medical school cadaver. 
. .O'Brien explained ;the prank years 
later with a rueful grin; saying he was 
young at the time, and "when you're 
. young, you do goofy things." 

When Hoffa went to prjson in 1967, 
■ d'Biien was on the limited visitors list 
; : arid:f hired a, ijlane to'^'%xk-'ttippy_ 
1^. ! Biiliii^y bamier over; the lie 
■/^emy'year on HofEa's birthday;' Valeh- 
•■■Jtjiie'sl^y. . . . -. 
■ . But~;their .relatkmship started to 
'.'{. , soarifter Hoffa's release in December 

1?7£^,;:,: „: , /■ < 

? .;,;Hoffa I)elieyed CBtien had'squan- 
|: <^?Mj.spme.,of. his money and'knew- 
.1< Olfiien was increasingly in debt to'the' 
r . GiaialoDes. Hoffe, who indued loyalty,- 



afeo sawO',Brien-aligning more with Lihteau's secretary had to bring in 

FitzshnnigtB, whooi, Hoffa ,saw as his extra chairs ..to .accommSlate all the 

rival'fe' cdnfrol of 'diie"'uhidn. cops who Med Lintea,u's smzli, spare 

Hoffa also pid^d some oW levers to office at the rear of his lirnousine 

cntsh O^Brien's (freamSjf naming for service. ■ ■ ■. r 

president of Detroit Local 299, Hoffa's The Pope, as he was known, was in 

old local and the power base he planned fine form, relating what,,he knew of 

to use to retake the union' helm. events leading to Holla's '(liaappear- 

There was even word at an April ance," punctuating with' profaiii^^- and 

1975 Teamsters convention tiiat boundngtoMsfeettomaj{eapoiiit,.He 

O'Brien was trying to spread a rumor vras sure that Hoffa^lad CEdled'Jiiinfat 



that Hoffa could be coop- 
erating with his old enemy 
the FBI in an investigation 
of the union. 
' It didn't have much 
cretUbility coming from 
O'Brien, who had a repu- 
tation for embellishing 
facts. 

BloomfseJd Township 
police, meanwhile, had 
few chies at all and one of 
the department's first 
steps was to piit out a call 
for hdp. Soon, state police 
evidence 'technicians 
were poring over Hoffa's 




The 



pnAii&3, 
young HoRa's 
private, unlisted 

FBI technically t^epllOne rang. 

"You're n^" 



exactly 3:27 ^tfh.i 'raii^g 
that Tony .Giacaipne:.Tra3 
late for.theiirtniretmiS"-'', 



, Here,wisa''cruide,f6iil- 
mouthed ihan in" a .cheap 
office in the .back , "of ' a 
garage, talking about "fa- 
mous people such as Jim- 
my Hoffa as if they were 
intimate friends. , ■■ ■ 
It didn't make sense. 
''How did he get to rub' 
elbows with Hoffa and.tKe 
rest of these "guys?" 
Quarles asked Vhimjelf. 
"We're talking atioutnmb 
connections aiid 'a. lot of 
big names and-Louis.Eiri- 
teau, Who tHehellJs toms 
I;inteaii?"j;=, i^^',-;- , /I'Mr^ 
■ ^:i!You^a)ddn't"te!l' if ,1k 
was;givjngius;b1illshit^- 
' nothing-'but4ll>e.?truthf 



had ho reason to be in- 
volved in a local niis^- 
person case; but SpMial 
Agent Robert Nemmmi; 
md sent ni to keep ctti "^^e 

raTthe.^tuatwn.^ , . — „ 

■ Dettpit PoHce' sent an organized Grennier said.■v■He;d'^^CTerVs!iut<!up,• 
cilrae.esIKrt. always ^omg off on tangents.'-' 

• An *intOTnew, team of Grenmer, , . In' the course of his atiafy* Lu^eau 
Neiimanii, State -PbHce also let drop the tuJmeT:of.iCharle^ 

Joseph Koenig, Btoomfield Detective O'Brien; He\old the police:that every; 
WaUy i, Qi^tes. 'aid... .Sgt,;; .William one Knew O'Brioii as ,eiiuckie:i^: -j*;^^^ 
Nosewdutli^.iif the.Dtiixrit PbliceiSet .Linteau' had left:iaV-messagei(for 
out to talk' to Lmteau itjis Ponfar * " 'X 
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0 Bnen earlier in the day; and.CyBnen 
called .back;; around. 2. p.m.;.after the' 
pohce wpre gone. ^ 

■-■■'The Old Man IS msssmg":Lmtem 
.•■said: .-"Where ;were;.you?iWhere were ■ 
you?' 

;-:-.O Bnen , wanted ;.to know where 
Hoffa:s son was. Linteau .said the young 
Hoffa was on his way home, maybe 
already - there. Then he demanded 
agau) to know where 0 linen liad been 
all-day. . .. . 

0 Bnen called the Pope a "no-good 
asshoIe ,~ and hung up. ■ • 

He:reached James Hoffa.a short 
time later at the son s home m Troy. 

• Although the . two were hardly 
fnends; much less family. O'Bnen said: 
: 'Louie says Dad is missing. . 

Hofia asked (YBnea to "cover the 
house in : Trov for messages, viators 
or trouble while he jomed his mother at 
Square Lake. ■ -■ 

Sure, said-O Bnen. except he had . 
no car. , 

-■ Once agam he called Anthony Gia- 
cakme's. son, Joey,, who was headed ■ 
north anywayj with tickets for a ChicaT^ 

. go concert at Pine Knob. They stopped 
first at GiacaJone's lakeside condommi- 
ura in St. Clair Shores, where O'Bnen 
chatted , with Uncle .Tony while Joey 
showered and changed. 
-By now the Hoffa story was all over 

1 the.news.' and Chucbe would recall 

I later tliat Uncle lony expressed con- 

^ cem about lus missmg acquamtance. 

I ,^s At the Hofta house, son James was 
giving pohce more msight into "the 
lands of ^dealings' ,'hki father was in- 
volved jn, and^by he was certain this 

' was more. than a: missing person case. 

■-Jara^ Hofta said that on May 15, he 
hosted "a m|etmg between his fatjier 
and Vit<?aiiS'Anthopy Gacalone m las 
!a^ofaB^(jftthef,33ril floor of tiie , 
Guardian ^uilding in-downtown De-^ 
toiL He^said Anthony Giatalone want- 

ieci?Jmm^rj*Ho&ito^iiBke peace i with 
Anthony4(T(my *Pro)'SPrbvenzano. a 
New. JerseysTeamsters' official 
* .>4Hoffa said. tliat the Giacalones told 
his father, that Provenzano. was openly ■ 
cnticizmg and threatening Jimmy Hof- 
fa He Mid it was clear hib fither 
wanted nbfhmginore to do with Tony; 

:Pro,:and 'turned i thumbs-down on a' 

imeetmg; -Young ;Hoffa . said his father 
had excluded hun from a meetmg at the ; 

. houseiwith^the Giacaloncs two weeks 
ago ^ 

- J 'He said the Giacalones aliio wanted' 
Jimmy Hoffa.to get his hands on docu-' 
•mehts thatwere to be u.sed by a federal ■' 
stnlce forte to obtain a grailri jury 
indictment agamst'Anthony.Giacalone 
m ; an ; alleged 3 in!au:<mce iscwi.^imaia!ri 



; . -Tbedetecyve.slefllhefamflywitha 
;■ sraaII??tape:*r'ecorder ngged with' av 
I sucbon aip;.naicrophone. The family : 
swas^mstrBcted-lo. record aUteSephone 
rails " 

The detectives.satd they wouW be 
ID touch and walked out the door — 
, mto a horde of reporters and jAotogia- 
phers,. barely being kept at bay by a 
fnend of the Hoffa family. 

The police looked at one another, 
and nodded to Greniiier. It was his 

The 39-ycarrold detective squinted 
into the camera bglits and stepped mto 
the evening news for the first of what 
would become many timesr ' " 

Grenniersaid he had no reason to 
suspect" '.foul play, althou^ were 
giving It every consideration — kit's 
put it that way.' 

Reporters repeatedly asked whom 
Hoffa was supptKcd to meet at the 
Machus Red Fox. Grcnmer would only 
say "there s a lot of speailation." 

One of the questions was particular- 
ly stupid; "Is Mrs. Hoffa upset'" 

Grennier can t recall exactly what 
he said, except that "you give a dumb 
answer to a dumb question. 

Marty Woehl. the bt)y next door, 
has never seen anytlung like it. 

'*They were there from all over the 
world — Hong Kong. England, every- 
where," he said. "I had my autograpli 
book with me-- 

The reporters mostly ignored mm 
as he pedaled his bike up and down the 
two-Ume road in front of tlie Hoffa 
place, eavesdropping on their chattex 
"I was just a hd. :<he said. "They 
treated me like I was a tree. 

Today if Hoffa s name conies up, 

Woehl meobons that he was the. fa- i 
: mous ■ man'S: .neighbor, -but ?;"pebple,i 
dwi't bdieve me, so I let it drop, '-r" J 
• .At IheBfoprnfieldiTowpsiup 'Police J 
Station, messages -wereiwaitmg.tand;; 
telephones were niiging witj; mqumes's 
from everywhere. And no one Iiad even , 
typed .up a .rmssing person report :yet: 

O'Brien gets a^grilling - ^ 

, After thepolice left, Jmi Hoffa kept 
runmng the scenano as he knew it otot. 
and'over m his mind; and kept conung. 
.up.with 



Where wai. Anthony Ciacalone' 
Did Provenzano 
make' it 'the 
meeting''-, y ,' ' '^■^f 
. Why wpuW^ ^ 
wait'--aro''un(i'^6 ■'0^ 
hDg> - ' 
Was Dad t?ken 
somewhere else for 
the meetmg? 

Who could get • • 
Dad.int0;a carL 

Where was 
Frank Fitzsim- 
moiis? 

And where the 
hell- had Chuckle 
O'Brien been 
Wednesday? 

Hoffa began 
makmg phone calls, 
trying to account 
for everyone s 
movements. 

Around 3 a.m. 
Aug. 2, he called 
O'Bnen, still sta- 
tioned at Hoffa s 
house m Troy, 

O'Bnen said Hoffa's wife and chil- 
dren were asleep; he had all the bghts 
on and a .3O-.30 nfle slung across his 
hp. Nobody, he assured. Hoffa, was 
gouig to pull anythmg with hun around, 
Hoffa told O'Bnen to come to the 
cottage nght away. O'Bnen balked, 
saying he didn't want to leave Jim's 
wife and kkls. Hofb said die/d be afl 
nght, especially since spatiiec Team- 
sters official imitherefto^^yvics,^.;;. ■ 
O'Bnen gpf to tHe'cotbige about"45 

. Jun Hoffa, the '^only|<rae awake, « 
r began to recount what he kiiew so far.'*^ 
OBnen told him^c^id(Hm/| 
tTemmduig hiinthat one^h^fathW^ 
r ,'lessons was to nevet lose^iircQol ina?? 
cnsis ^ i^Z^^^ \% iS.^^ 

"You re spinning," AO'Bnen said > 
. . "Take your pants off and lay 'down; you)' 
, needarest"-i5g^% ■ v'^-J 
Hoffe told him n^wasa lawyer and*: 
wo«U liandle tKe"saiiatido.5He made it " 
hewanted^theffikhTrSn'P'BnS.i 




! -.Hesaidheknew . 
' O'Bncii'ikifipedout 
■ oaa union, busmess- 
■• tnp..to>Toronto-the .. 
day of the meeting 
and knew- his fathers 
would never ^ get 
iTitfi'S q car with 
Qe heldidh't 



-'■Youididn ;t go. 
to Toronto like you 



• (yBnentoldhnn 
iabouti.deaning out 
lus;desk and detw: 
enng the.fish. 

Afterward, he 
said hehad stopped 
iby ,the ':Southfield 
'Atbleticaufatosee 
.1 Uncle Tony. 
OBnen ^aid he-M hunsetf "reach- 
ing the boiling pomf'^uiidiear'HGffa's 
interrogation.He left aroudd 4:45 a.m. 

The two men have not Jseen each ■ 
other since. ■ ■ ■ ■ ' 

Snooping turns up litUe 

On the . moniing. of Aug. 'V, an 

■ undercover team of Detroit pohce ofQ- 
• ■ cers set up surveillance of the Guica- 
j.'ione trothers, watching for. anything. 
J';? that might be a clue to the Hoffa case,. 
!,|s;jp/rhey;iwere. parked ^on-.a^winding,-- 
i?5sha(ied"street just off Lake St. Clau: in , 
-iGrossei-Pointe Shores, watchmg the 
s.ihomeiof ;Vito Giacalone. * .:, . 
!i;. *?!lri the driveway were two Cadillacs 
*»^j.Vito's b^ck one and Tony's peach 

ant^Iack model — plus a white Lin 
CcoHuContinental dn\en bv t}\eir old. 
f;fnerS Sijsfio (Sal) ^Vitello a figure m 
ffiCreekto^'igainblmgeirdes. • 
„ fA^iTan hour, the Giacalones ard 
* Vitidlo^ieftintlieLuiLotaforSterbng 
f Heightsf^iwhereSitheyidropped., in on 
-iStanleySobo, a dry cleaner with a long 
r -i)0kx record that included a convicUon 
i-.;for:sbombaig:aicorapetitor.. 
if ^^;Afterisa>^u3ck'i visit, - the Lmcoln 

■ headed west to the Troy Hilton,.where 
■1,. tli£ftno;entered: the. coffee shop., Unt 

dercoveri officers ; Gynthia iWisniewski 
and Sgt,-Bale Heberly foHowed them, 
arm in arm: and took . the next .booth. . 
LarcfuHy pulhng out'a smaH note- 
; .- bookrand * pencil*; so shej:' woukln t-,be; 
noUcai.-sW>siuew!ski jotted dowii';the: 
snatches'Jof I cbnversationfeshe .i could 
overheiff4'\ ^-^'SSisstSj!^ -A 



Vitello. brought up^-Hofia'sJnane, 
saymg'.av- mutual. fnend'feKffl'sfii^^ 
hinua: box 'fromt AlaskafthatifBoffla • 
wanted., ^\ " -fS?''"^, 

•"Butrhe s^^not going hto^get it," 
ViteHo said ~ i i|H i *■ 

- . J'or- the - next ■'ninesdays-^Detroit 
police ran a pain^akmg surveiUance of 
the Giacafonesr'watdimg them get 
their, cars washed,- go to the Southfieid 
Athletic Chib, drive' to restaurants for 
lunch and,. mnner, and turn away re- 
porters 

..Once, on the evenmgfof''Aug.-9, 
surveillance officers saw Anthraiy Gia- 
calone yell- obscenities at a television 
news crew that had filmed him'with his 
wife leaving their ^artmait at 24000 
, E. Jeffersoinn St. Clair Shores. Swear- 
ing loudlv. Giacalone grabbed the cam- 
era: from the news crew and-tore out 
the film 

But that bnef conversation over- 
i heard by Wismewskiut the cofiee shop 
— and never really umfeistood ^ was 
as dose as the pohce . ever^gqt to the 
Giacakmes m the H "" ' 



AfeeoutoftiuswoiU, 

■ Chudde O'BriMi's hasty eiot from 
the Hoffa house left him feehng defen- 
sive-He wailed to anyone who wouW 
listen how he was wounded by accusa- 
tions he could have anything to do with 
hurting the man he called Dad. 

He believes such seeds wwejplant- 
cd by Lmteau , i ' , 

"That Louie," OBnen says, area) 
iwire — jumping around. all the time, 
cdUmg here and calhng there "* 

' l.ie Old Man alwayb said if any 
thmg happens bit tight wait and see 
' what's going on. ITiflt, they.iUdn_t do. - 
: O'Brien said in a'.recent;;.mtcrview^ 
"Young Jimmy was hstenmg to that 
screwy Louie ' Linleau. ' He^was 
brim^ashed by tlie FBL 1 beaune Uie 
■enemy -They woriced '.on^fminjyrjr^s 
mild — the deceit th^ put between 
us, the bitterness ' 

Young Hoffa didn't believe OBn- 
en's protests then and still dismisses 

Hes a pathological J liar It's a 
sickness," said Barbara 'Cranrar, 
Jamti Hoffa's sister."-' ^ * 

James Hoffa remembers that on 
Aug 3,hibpnvate.unhst|dtdephone 
raM~ahd some«SS'saidi'y6uliie qk^ 
tto hung=up^Hofiam*fj^^S 
souiHled life O'Br^^^^^ii 



The phone at tne nona nouse coiP 
tinued to nng night and dav James 
Hoffa turned off the tape recorder 
when he recognized Frank Rtzsim- 
mons on the Ime, but Hoffa's former 
protege shed no light on the mystery, 
onlv asking: whether there ., any- 
Ibmg he could do. 

'ITie familv quickly ; had; another, 
phone linf iMtalled so they, could dial 
out without imLSsmg an" incoming caD 
that might be unportant. 

James Hoffa talked^ to his sister 
about calling Peter HurlaB, a- Dutch 
hooijepiiunter who had become a fa- 
mbiis psychic When they learned that 
HiffikcewoWd'eoiaiSu^ 
the difldrni-'Headed aganKt It' ' 

On Aug. 8; Barbara Grancer got .a 
call from Josephine Proven2ano, 19- 
year-old dau^ter of Tony Pro m New 
Jersey, and a fnend of the Hoffa cM-, 
dren * - ^ „" ^ i>y \ 

Crancer asked about Josephines- 
father. The teenager said he yras in the 
backyard, but he. never came .to . the 
phone. ■'- .- • . . --'ur-' 

"We want dor dad back," Grancer 
to!dJose5hBi& , . -.vfe ■ 




COMING UP 



lyjn the Free JFYess.'^ 
Leads, taps, vwTd goo>^ clmes.' 
aiid the retunfof Chuckie. 

©6 '^^^^^^^^ 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Selow) 



children 
want FBI 
to open iq) 



The FBI IS convinced it knows 
wlio lolled. Jrauny Hoffa, how 
and why. 
But the answers are locked 
away in cabinets jammed witli 
thousands of documents, reports and 
memoranda'-^ and the FBI isn't talk- 
ing about, the case agents . dubbed 
"HOFFEX," bureaucratic shorthand 
for Hoffa-Extortion. 

Hoffa's children — Barbara 
Cnihcer and Janus P. Hoffa — believe 
it is:tinie to open .those files: .;. 

"There is no reason not to," said 
Crancer, . a. labor-'. lawyer wlien her 
father.vanished and now a curciut judge 
in St. Lbms. ."We're ready to deal with 
-whatever's in there." 

Grancer filed a Freedom of Infor- 
niaUon request for the files:ind987, 
and followed up.in.l990;with a lawsuit 
to open HOFFEX. The Free Press has 
filed a similar suit seeking acce^Jo the 



In;both cases, the FBI-: IS -arguing 
that the Hofia case is still an open 
investigation, ' 



with possible ar- 
rests and prose- 
cution m jeopar- 
^dy if Its evidence 
is made public. 
Crancer 

tory when a fed- 
eral judge or- 



"Eventfwe 
do win oh 



der€ 



the 



govenrment to 
compile ah index 
of all Its docu- 
ments so a de- 
termination 
couldbemadfeof 
what mi^t be 




Date: 12/20/92 , 

Edition: The Detroit Free Press 



■nue: HOFFEX 



Character: 2 8 1 A-DE-6 7 8 2 1 



HOFFA, Page 2755 



ments chbsiS'and subimttedjtolffih by 
the FKI amJ'deadMi in 1991' thai Jhe 
gwerMMtwas light, the'files'sffiwld 
remain-closed. ^'Te^'J 
- '"ijRate sairf that the case^^rastriot 
'lMgms]]S^l«i tliat tlie fei^^S^ 
infonnatioii would allow "Sffipec^nto 
destroy evidence, .fafaricateSafibis^Jsr 
intiniidate witn&ses.- 
: FrwPfess'attoni^ HerklielFiiA 
said LaHata '-'set a terrible precedent" 
hy ' bsB^ Ws .deas^ FBI's 

■ "haniipickeddbaiments:",. 1:1' 
. m's -tantanrooiit to altowingrJ^^ 

. govammttliepo^ertopoj^^ 

thefujii^. ■ • '. • • /;''\'*'''r"j 

Keiineth'Wdton,formedy t^^^ spe- 
. dai a^'in ciiar^e1)f MDetfoit'FBI 



gator, s!dd-tiie|H6& (ase cauitobbe 
vifiwlediii ^tark hlKlt^r^^^ 

- 'The case'had'been solva]:£ram a 
law enforceiiient' viewpoint,''' he' said. 
"Bat it is not solved firaii a pJosrator- 
M stffliidpoint'*' ■ ^ *' ' ; 
' Walton said that many oi the wit- 
nessM jho_ta&ed to the FBI would 
never rdSrat tli&r stories itfcourtj and 
sdrtfeih^Tsiiitt^diei ■ 'f^l 
LflffiwiseJ ^KKjiave^sglid but seo 
, miti^'^l^namiS^ ."npt 
' iQEiet MbouHrwtn' stah -for evi- 
dence, he said. ; . . . ' | 
-• 7&!;evidracj^ro)twithslkiding,the 
files should remain closed to protect _ 
FBI ■infonmmts andrnietliais,iWalton 



with tie ju^io&iitts aiid preic£rni''S£a 
I(»«riStt|eL*vti«r=^^ fs-iff^'si; 

.sige^Hi^are^lamg^ 
ew^tfiihgli i4"evky?page'ia llteifije 
(dil}ini;Sslie'£iaid^£^^ 
20'off3dySr§ljia: I'mwiffirig tosee'it 

"Why shfliBdn t we know what hapj 
pMM^t6!£ii&ifatlier??ii;i*'"i^^ ' '■ 
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FD-350 (Rev. 5-8-81) 



(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 




J;:muny;Hoffa:Vra.s mi4mg, 
■. . and as the sumraer of 1975 

..^^jfivdra^ed into;its';dog..days, 

rraiviiK^ tirai: Oie fonner uihoii 
, leader, mce among' the mast 
powerful nien'in AmencaTwas 
dead, probably murdefpd.^ 

Bent on repining po^er m 
tlie volatile TeaiTisterij liiiion,* * 
Hop had left his Lake Otran 
hoiiie Jidy 30 for an^aftemoon 
meeting and never returned 

Folite and Hoffa't. fdmil>' , ' 
were certain the Mafia was * 
in\ohed Hofta after all, liad 
encountered some sfiady 
characters in his nstvto the top 
~ : people who didn't , w^it hp^^ji 
back m the'gan^.'^'i.j^^-feT^ ~" 



The Detroit Free Press 



281A-DE-67821 



In the Detroit area, Hoffe 
the No;- I topcSK Jailers 
could do it in broad dayh^t.to 
someone as famous as Jimmy 
HofiEa, folks said; they could do it 
to anyone, anywha-e' anytime 
tverybody^hada theory. But 
- nobody who mightTeally know- 
was talking t 
: Last of tkree'p^s^ ^ ^ 



The trail -t- 

come up' 5 ^ 
emptying 
a swamp, a 
waste^lispfllali^'^ 
platit.and/ "< * 
grantlfuryx 
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RE- 
ARE THEY 
NOW? 




Josephine Hoffa: 

fell ill about three weeks 
after the disappearance. The 
missmg uraon leader's wife 
diedml980, atage62.-. 



Baitara Crancer 

IS 54 and a lawyer, receiitly 
appouited a circuit judge m 
St. Louis. She continueslo -■ 
battle for release of the FBI 
files on her father. 

Chuckle O'Biien 

IS 57iandsenuretired in Boca 
Raton, Fla., after serving 
federal prison tenns for 
making a false loan 
apphcation and accepting an, 
unproper gift from an auto , 
dealer. The man who once 
ccmadered himself Hoffo's 
foster son works part-time 
for a firiehd's landscaputg 
servKe and as a vohmteer 
organizing Red Cross goK 
benefits. 





loois (The Pope) Unteau 

He was found dead of natun 
causes in 1978 at age 64 i 
his office and spartan livinj 
quarters at the rear ol his 
UmousiDe service in Pootiax 



James I 

IS 51 and a Detroit labor 
■lawyer. Jimmy Hoffa's son 

has recently ^,oasidered 
- running for the Teamsters . 
-presidency, if 'he can* fulfill 




AnBiony (Tony Pro] 
Proyenzano 

He died ui priscHi at age 7 1 in 
1988 while serving time for 
hbor racketeering areyscjj 
murder m the 1961 death of 
Anthony Castelto, 
secretary-treasurer of Loca 
560, whose body never was 
found. 

VHo (Billy Jack) Giacalone 

He served time in prison foi 
a 1977 conviction for 
possession of a concealed 
weapon. He's 69 and under 
indictment for income tax 
evasion. 

Anthony (Tony Jack) 

Giacalone 

He served time in prison for 
a 1976 income tax evasion 
conviction and a 1979 
extortion conviction. Now 
73, he maintains homes in 
Florida and the Detroit area, 
and is recovering from open- 
heart surgery. 

Salvatore (Sally Bugs) 



Thomas Andretta 

A Hoffa suspect, he was 
convicted of labor 
racketeering in 1979. He's 
now 55 and a forklift 
operator in Las Vegas. 

Frank Fitzsimmons 

Hoffa's successor as 
president of the Teamsters 
died in office in 1981. 

It Cart Grennier 

He retired firom Bloomfield 
Township police in 1988. 
Now 57, he lives in northern 
• Mkhigan. 

Detective Wally Quarles 

He is 53 and handles special 
assignments, chiefs office, 
Bloomfield Township Police 
Department. 

Joseph Koenig 

He is 46 and in 1987 was 
promoted to inspector, 
assistant commander of 
Michigan ^te PoUce 
Criminal Investigatioo 
Division. 

Bob Neemsni 

He is an FBI agent in West - 
Palm Beach, Fla. 

BobGarrlty 

He is an FBI agent in 
Pittsburgh, Fla. 



Considered a suspect in the 
Hoffa case, he was indicted in 
the Castellito killing, then 
shot to death at age 45 by 
two hooded gunmen outside 
a restaurant in New York's 
Little Italy on March 21, 
,1978. 

Gabriel (Gabe) Brigoglio 

A suspect in the Hoffa case, 
he was convicted of labor 
racketeering in 1979. He's 
now 53 and driving a truck m 
New Jersey. 
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CHAIN OF EVENTS 




One 01 the FBI s first official 
communiques about the Hoffa 
disappearance recounted an 
interview mth Hoffa's son m • 
.which James P. Hoffa asserted 
;.^tiGhuckie: 0!Brien had to be: 
I® involved inHcffa's 
disappearance. 



'^^^^ Police ^pursued tips that Hoffa's body was in a cornfield near 
« Jdckson' a gravel pit near Milford, a field in Wa^erford 
K'^ ^i^ a .>ToAroship;and;anjempty»poolihouse;behind!a Bloomfield Hills . _ . 
' f f- "^-insifflsian The FBI Kjarched a,HamU:anick"\^¥te 'disposal .-^ere-creaf 

- -^^^^m^§m^^^^^^^' .(gyjtji 60-90 



■ TheVFBI made;severaliattfimpts. 
ito duplicate'the movements of 
O'Brien on the day Hoffa 
vanished, using the tunes and 
places:0!Bnen gave-agente. But: 
re-creations ahvays finished, ; 
■minutes to spare., . , 



In its first working tfeeory of the 
case, the FBI declared that Hoffa 
probably thought he was being 
taken to the.Southfield Athletic- 
Club for a meeting when "a hit 
man .was waiting at; a:select;spOt 
and either shot or strangled^ 
Hoffa." , . ■ 




i y ■ ■• ;-■ MSVSfleptloto 

Cops sweepfB Michi£an'fteld.i$ 



■Police and'FBIiagents'spent 
hours with a secret informant 
who swore he had seen Hoffa get 
into a maroon* car; driven by 
O'Bnen. Pohceiwereicrestfallen 
when-.the*mfdrmanl'finally,;said 
his vision camW from^ God; - 



O 



0'Bnen'spnvate;*unhsted • , 
telephone number was-founc 
the home of SalvatoresBngugliOi. . 
one of the New-Jersey.' mob 
figures suspected of kilhng Hoffa, 
in an\ FBI, search' onlMarch=22, 
1978 — the day after Bngugho 
was. shot;to.death-m New York, 



. . - . ■•U 'iQTSflte photo 

Chuckle O'Brien; center, stands silently as his lawyer answers questions about Junmy Hoffa's <lisappeurance 
at Teamsters headquarters in Detroit. Investigators left tlw building with the feeling O'Brien wasn't teUing all. 
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He satd "Dad <md Uncle Tony" — 
..as. O.Bnenfreferred-.to Hoffa and An- 
^.thonyiGiacajone szr: would never meet 
anyplace so public as the'Red Fox; For 
,two, sucfii well-known figures^ "it'd be 
like meeting on television on the Chan- 
nel 7 News " he said 

O'Bnen characterized his supposed 
■ialkig.out with, HoSia. and MoM's re- 
ported feud with.mob^onnected New 
■JerseyjTeamster Anthony. fTony Rro) 
Provenzano as '-all just newspaper 
talk" 

,1 O Bnen said lie. had;bceniin' the 
.Memphis, area, since leaivingTDetroit 
- three liays earher.,Hein^Mt^';'to 
mention a .stop at VT«mster^?heMt 
quarters in Washington'for f meilting; 
withFitzsimmons.-./.. v " ' 

. Bloomfield. Township . • LtT".' Curt 
Grennier said ■ the - session . left ; him 
feeling that a smug O Bnen waslrying 
to ho(^wuik the police ^ * ' ' 

■ "it was Lkehe.wassaymgi Askme- 
anyjuestion you wanti'but you're not 
gorag to leani a whole lot, . '' Creimiei: 
said. "We . kept pressing ^ and .press- 
ing We were pretty sure that lie 

■ rwasnt"telling-uSieverytlimg,*:not;tliat' 

ht wds lying but he wasii't divulging 
some things , ^ , '"i^ u 

As the detectives left Teamsters 
headquarters on?Tniinbull;near;Tiger 
Stadium, they were mobbed by report- - 
ers and cameramen who foltowed them 
down the sl'lt-w^lk ' Bat tlie jiolice 
werea't'talkmg^ ffi t ^ ^^^^t 

TTien a reporter spottetliO Bnen . 
.leaving, the ■■.buildmi^^(i;|ai^t^S'- 
one, Jgjnedm'i^ck de^iBed^S^ 
:^A?^e^«'' ■■■w£6f! wasfs^Aggl^tiie?, 
■ " wrong^1^_]gotta^?'FJ&cSrd^w^ ■ - 
aroundhis neck'andfSras')dfa]^^ 
Wd5?^thVWgM^^ 
;'-41te*^hce|hiSidled*M (o 
review* the^Uiree-KouEip i 
view. >They compiled^ list of problems^!;; 
■ On.the'daylbffewauLshedftffBrienv 
■^cSuld not'account'-fof'hisstimeffirom ■ 
about'2:30 until; 4 pjiiBwhen he iwas ■ 
*back*at his'office .-That ^^nod* was 
mtic^ mthe |fc)ffa_disappeannice_j 
• ■ 0!Bhen claimed he was at the Sonth' :- 
field AtlJetic CJnb at 2 prnHhat-day,^ 
but n^one saw him there Vl^^ 
. "■BHe-^d he .was' waiting for'aTideito 
. work as usual at ■ 8 a.m;- July 31," less- 
! than 100 feet from the Red Fox lot 
! ' where' Hoffa's aiwndoned'car sat. but 
: claimed he never- noticed it, V - 
-"■■He claimed he heardvof tlie disap- 
pearance on the inonung of July 31 and 
It enraged him^But otherssaid t^jSnen-- 
was told'arouiid 2 pin? that ^yjind 
jraited about 20 mnutra before'mak- 
ringJsome telephmffi'ui(|Uin&^^^^^^ 



■ He said he was on'good'tenns with 
both Jimmy Hoffa and son James,- but 
everyone else seemed to taiDw othfiTT 
wise 

' 'After he left tlic leamsteis offices. 
O Bnen calledJhc:Hoffa.home. Pohce 
were eavesdfojipmg, as usual: ^* 

"I told them the [xath," O'Bnen 
fold James Hoffa: ' ' 

I want you .to take a polygraph," 
Hoffa told him ~- ' -"■'^J 

■ • ■ '"■m have to talk to my la^j^er alibut 
' that: one.'''.G Bnon- said.' . 7 . ■- 

Young Hoff/i hung up on him* 

• 'By thc-ei^faf the day/as.O'Bnen 
^.-fiea'dal backto Manphis 

thelFBI hadfMiSfitwlitsfiret ,wark- 

'mgllffiory'Sfthe'ciBeiV-^" 

nSfa meF%nthbiv"Giacalones 

;brother;-Vifa(BilljrJack).Giacalone,''at 
tfie Red I'ox^^ ahdithey idroveitbward - 
theSQUthfieldAtlDeticaub But "a hit' 

■ man " was waiting 1 at a ; select spot ^ and 
either bhot or strangled Hoffa ' 

- But-the Giacalones' weren t volun- 1 

• teenng anj-thmg;' Grand jury,: subpoe-.; 
^ nas produced - nothing^but. a -string:, of .,. 

And authorities' stiU had no one „ 
i credible v,ho saw Hoffa leave.tlie Red I 
, Fox lot — until the cail from a rn.in who \ 
/"would be ^no-sv-n only by one of the cA ^ 
-■numbers the ^FBIi assigns- mfoimants: 
'L)k7223-FU ^ ^ > ^7 * 
■'^j^The'secretw^ 

he saw'junmy Hoffaget mto'a blad< 
; '^incoffi wth ^m ' 
J'"Un(ier qu«hcSnmg^by;^ageljts, he 
^refineli it to amar^ car.'^d msisted 
' '|tvrasyrivenb^]^e^O'Bnei^T^ 
i ^rolOT^iiatbGiiVwasflffiy^i^Fewlrpeople 
I *l^wll«t 0|[BMn^^todd mveSUga 
^^''tora-aboutbOTrow^ijSey.Giaralohe's 
new maroon Merciif^e dajT Hoffa 
vanished Ihe^M^uty^also ladUthe 
long boxf loac^fTiLmcoWr ^^"^ 
^*s«LThe infornanf jTOS-^vcn a !ie-de- 
ftectortest ^ "^'1 " ' 

hcTesultiTwere teletyped unme- 
' diateI>^toFBI Director Clartnce Kelly 
' It was concluded that DE 7223 
FCI was not truthful J ~ 
;-.-;t't?But the witnesswas msistent, signr 
. ^^mg»^a|;swDm^statement.•:Another test 
, :5wasigivenrlhsitimet0(ncluding: "Pos- • 

See Hoffa, PaSreA*^^ * 




.Hoffa, from psgeM 

Agents tot* DE7223-Pa back to 
the Red Pot lot, and he pointed out the 
: wrong spot when asked where Hoffa's 
- car had been that day. 

But at least one agent who was on 
the case said the informant remainfid 
"a very believable guy." 

"He came up with the story on the 
'jiiaroon car, and we thought it was -a 
pretty secret piece of.informatioa We 
didn't realize that it had appeared in a 
newspaper article somewhere, very 
obliquely. ... We had every reason to 
believe hmu So we (fid." 

The FBI set up a meeting faf the 
informant with Robert Oaer, head of 
the federal strike force in Detroit 
working on a grand jury investigation 
of Hoffa. 

DE 7223-Fa toW his story yet 
again. ^ . 

"This is almost too ^od to be 
true," an agent sak!. 
' Then DE 722340 added a post- 
: scnpt. 

."I'm just trying to help you guys 
-out," he said. "God told me to do this." 

The man said his knowledge of 
Hoffa's abduction had come in a vision 
sent by God. I 

Investigators were crushed. 

"We felt like idiots." said one FBI 
agent. "Oh, God, that was a downer." 
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'Nothing to gain' 

New Jersey state police, mean- 
while, bad tracked Anthony Proven- 
zano down at the FrankJin Diner on 
Route 17 in Hasbnick Heights, NJ., 
where Sgt. Jim Sweeney of the intelli- 
gence bureau conducted an interview. 

Hofta had told several people that 
he expected Tony Pro to be with 
Anthony Giacalone at the July 30th 
meeting. 

Provenzano, a New Jersey Team- 
sters offidal and ex-convict with reput- 
ed underworld ties, told Sweeney he 
was a close friend of both Junmy Hoffa 
and Frank Fitzsimmoas and would 
have "nothing to gain" by Hoffa's 
disappearance, 

Provenzano said he and Hoffa were 
inseparable in prison, even ate most of 
their meals together, but had not seen 
each other since their release. 

"He's my type oC man," Proven- 
zano said. "Aggressive and hard work- 
ing." 

Ptovenzano speculated that the 
only people who stood to benefit from 
Hoffa's death were his family, who 
would get insuiance money, and black 
Teamsters, who could make a play for 
union power with Hoffe out of the way. 

On the aftdmoon of the supposed 
meeting, Provenzano said he'was play- 
ing cards at his New Jersey union hall 
with his brother Sahratore and a pal, 
Stephen Andretta. 

Back in Det^t, authorities ob- 
tained a search warrant for Joey Giaca- 
lone's 1975 maroon Mercury 
' Biougjiam, the car 0%ien had bor- 
: rowed.ItwassdzedA^e.9at2ajn. 
; from Giacaione's St. Clair Shores con- 

PreJinoinaiy tests showed no sign of 
human blood od the seats or m the 
trunk of the cai. But numerous hair 
. samples and imhionm nucitificcpic pai^ 
tides were taken, as wdl as several 



In aD, agents collected enough cvi- Kscrepandes kept cropping up. 
dence to fill two cartons — eadi O'Brien now said he had spoke to 
: measuring three feet by three feet by Anthony Giacalone the night before 
time inches — for shipment to FBI Hoffa vanished, and Uncle Tony said he 

was going spend the whole afternoon of 

Uter, FBI technicians would go July 30th at the SouthfieW Athletic 
over every speck, nit, thread or hair Club. 

O'Btienaddeddetailsabouthisown 
brief meeting that day with Giacakwe, 
saying Uncle Tony had given him two 
$100 bills as graduation presents for 
O'Brien's chiWren.' 

And O'Brien said he left the club at 
3:15 pjn. — later than he'd claimed 
before. 

O'Brien finally gave the agents a 
timet^^Jdking off what he had done 
that day and when. It dui not at all 
match the story he had just told. 

But above all, O'Brien was adamant 
that Hoffa was not in the maioon 
Mercury that day. 

"Never," he insists to this day. "If 
county border. Later, inftared photos .J^tS&^'T^f?*^"^ 
of the pit were taken from a nlflitaiy /Pt »'^«'«'ere,too.Noway washe 



, Hoffa's hair, and may have had bkxxl on 
■ it. 

niree trained tracking dogs, two of 
thera brought in fram Philade^^, 
picked up Hofiia's scent in the backseat 
of the Mercury. 

But none of it added up to a case 
against anyone, and the investiga&tn ■ 
began taking some strange turns as 
tips continued to pour in. 

On Aug. 11, police and FBI agents 
searched a 100-acre gravel pit owned 
by Jimmy Hoffa's brother William near 
Highland on the Oakland-Livingston 



plane, but there was no sign d a body 
or disturbed earth to mark a grave. 



there." 

<us™. earu, 10 marK a grave. ^^^J^ ,^0" O'Brien 
OnAug.l2,J^es.Ho£^^receh.eda nSSyf^^FBrgents tried 
to duplicate Chuckle's movements of 
!JuJy 30. No matter how many times 
they ran through his timetable, they 
ahvays came up with 60-90 minutes at 
extra time. 

In late August, the FBI laid out a 
startlingscenario to get a search war- 



ransom letter dtinandiog $1 a 
small bills, 

"If law is around, good-bye James 
Riddle Hoffa," the note read. "We send 
back nuts, not ears. He is already 
wounded, We had to cut him up a bit." 
The note, signed Queen Liz, jfirected 
Hoffa to deliver the money to the 711 



S'r^nMi^ll!fH'!JS:i^!Z'S^^^^ ™tforCentralSanitItionSe^s.L 
Bar on Michigan m downtown Detroit industrial waste disposal ^STK 
tamck owned in part by Raflad 
Oimmy Q) Quasarana 

In a sealed affidavit filed to get the 
warrant, agents saM they had been told 



at 2 p.m. on Aug. 19. 

He didn't go. No one else showed 
up, either, except police. 

The FBI dedded it was time to talk 



tte trunk, agents found a Rem- 
ington Wingmaster model 870 .12- 
gauge pump shotgun, serial number 
T056008V. TTie gun had a bladt pistol- 
type gripk anextra-^g tube with room 
for addMmal diells. and a metal foHing 
stock an wMch was stamped "For Law 
Enforcement Only.'' 

Joey Giacakme readOy admitted the 
shcitgun bdonged to him. Agents con- 
firmed that he bought it on March 17, 
1975, at Peter's Gun Shop in RoseviHe. 
Agents also found an empty black pistol 
holster under the front passenger seat, 
hi the gkjve box were numerous 
rounds of .3a<aliber buDets, several 



'kerdiief andashiit 



According to the affidavit. Team- 
ster President Fitzsimmons had made 
an unusual,.soIitary trip to Detroit the 
weekend before Hoffa disappeared and 
secretly met with Quasarano at Lar- 
co's Inn on West McNichols. 

The affidavit noted that rather than 
using any of the luxury autos available 
from the union in Detroit, Fitzsimmons 
got around during his visit in a car 
." O'Brien said. ' 'The borrowed from Ron Roxburgh, Central 
FBI went and leaked this, and you Sanitation's president, 
wouldn't believe it there. It was in- Fitzsimmons acknowledged the De- 
sane." troit visit to the FBL but doiied meet- 

This session was conducted in a ing with Quasarano and Vitale, the 
palke office at the diport, and agents affidavit said, 
tried to pin Chudde down about the The bureau got its warrant and the 
car, the fish, the dub and just when he FBI took trained dogs into the plant to 
bad (lone where. : hunt for any scent (rf Hoffa. Nothing 



Ark., and turned to his father. 
'T>ad," he said, "you're missing.'' 
The next day, O'Brien left his wife 
aeain to fly into Detroit for what he 
' expected to be a oke, quiet interview. 
Instead, the Metro Aiqiort gate area 
was packed wall to wall witii rowrters 
and photographers, yelling questions 
and fighting for podtion. 
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Central Sanitation was destroyed 
by fire in 1978. Pint of its property is 
now occupied by the new Wayne Coun- 
ty Jail m Hamtramck. 

Everybody searches a field 

On Sept. 26, 1975. some reporters 
covering the Hofia disappearance were 
told about a tremendous break coining 
the next day — so secret even the FBI 
didn't know. 

Seems a one-time FBI informant 
from Califonua with loose Teamsters 
connections had told U.S. Labor De- ' 
partment investigators and U.S. Sen. 
Henry (Scoop)Jackson.D-Wash., that : 
Hoffa's body was buned in a field in 
Waterford Township. 

Jackson decided to bypass the FBI 
with his information, relaymg it instead 
to Mtchigjin Gov. William ^Mlken, the 
state police and Attorney General 
Frank Kelley. Plans were made to 
search tlie field on Sept. 27, a Saturr 
[day;: andjTof course; .word leaked out; i 
ibut nobody knew liow far - 
^v*^Ralph Orr J^ree Press labor writer 
l^the t!me,T'recafled that the newspa- i 
Iper ^t^wfe'of thele'aks and thought it 
Jhadjthe-stSni^.to rtself Editors con- 
gvened a nudnight meeting iri the news- 
-room to parcel: out assignments for 
-what bureiy would be tlie scoop of Lhe 
^teailury. "j, ^v^, ^-^..-r-j*.- 
:^^^Sliortlyibcfore-"dawn. .Free Press - 
.^r^rters s rejiched the ; rendezvous'" , 
.ipoint where state police detectives had,- 
■^gathered. ■ So'did idozensTif : other; re- - 
^porters andicaiiierajcrews —ienouf^ 
?to jforra a strange caravan en i route : to - 
^the^ficld, complete=with backhoesA ^ ■ 
QuarIp.s,'^t(R Bloomfield detective 
. femadefsure he was'dad'foE'the expedi-' 
Sionfrom head to toe,-lest poison ivy te 
-lurking *"> _ , s\ ^"^ - 
iKsivAttomey General Kelley msisted om 
Ijbeing present for tlie search and MicfiK 
gan State Police Detective Sgt Joseph 
^Koenig picked hun up at Oakland Ponti-" 
'^ac Airport, Kelley arrivetl al '5 ajn r 
pwearing-tenins clothesiand carrying a ' 
jracket. ^-"^ ' ^ Z ^-J 
U*^SSneone from the state pohce de- 
Jciifcclto.call Assistant Oaktmd County i 
sPrMecutbrRichard.Thompsonr'sinceif. 
anythmg was Yoiind,'''the local ""office 
;Wo"u!dt. probably if^handlel' criminal;'- 
scharges. Thompson called his bossj its 
Broofe Patterson to let hun know 
Frank^Kelley was workmg his turf ^ 
t "Although we weren't officially in- 
vited," Thompson said, "we deaded to^ 
go ^ " When we got there, it was' like' 
a big curcus This huge field was cor 
doned off, helicopterb from the TV 
fStations were^flyingfall^over,'! peopleij. 



The circus went on for two days- 
and private citizens kept looking after- 
ward, - especially, with Hofb's family.' 
'postmg a $200,000 fireward foMnfor;;. 

. .£.But the field never yielded anythmgJ 
except durt , ^ ^ 

/, /IivGctober. Koemg; and FBI agentSii 
, Jim Esposito:and -Bob Gamty took off ; 
^afteri'anothentip: Hoffa's body»was:at? 
the bottom of a swimming pool behmde 
a Btoomfiold I iills maiisior^near Turtle 
Lake""" , j 
■■ ' .^sThe owner ot, tlie mansion coulii't> 
. be reached togive police perm!ssTon"to_ 
-'icrosB his property ,;so the three jnvest'S 
-igators borrowed a\ canoe and paddled; 
aci-fxss a swHini) to tfie site desf;nbed bV: 
the tip-tei , > ^ i, ' 
-..-■•I he = poof :house -had sbeens-abani 
doned vears ijefore. and the pool inside 
-•was t'lnpty: The cops poked^around for, 
.a fewminutes. but their hopes sank and', 
they began piddlmii bai k , <• 
■r-10ii:the,wav,'their borrowed canoe j 
; ^sprung a"! leak and-:s«iik.-too.| In : their 
j smts;, the investigators 'sloshed stireirp 
I way bai k to dry land r ' 

The:, weeks ■ were . beginiung :to: pile ;: 
mto months TI t investigitors ploddett 
on, but tltcy also realized that crimes of \ 
violence are usually solved ■within days : : 
-■ or Eiotat all. Anditliey.didn't even: 
tuive a body >et , _ - 

1,000 talks with lawyer . 

Ralph Pirjrdo,^a former rcarnster 
in Antliony Provcnzajio s New Jersey' 
Local'560; contacted federal agents on; 
Nov. ■ 3 • from ''ther.-East'; coast?pnson ' 
where ilie ' was 'serving :a murder ; sen- r 
tenre * * ^ 

-:.!;ftcardo said he had been visited by? 
two^lrhi.s:many,mutua]-friendsl'ffith 
, Provenzano, i brothers < Stephen and- 
Thomas AiiHrett.' ' Hl baid StLphen 
.had indirectly let sLp thit Tony Pro's 
,',.outfit;was:invoived:m Hoffa s slaying.- 
■saying he had remaumd m New Jersey , 
to , provide -Provenzano s : card-plavrng* 

Based on Piuirdobstcry theVlBI 
irushed ; aiter^; subpoenas', to '-getithe. 
„ Andre ttas i and ? two iHof .s'ftovenzaSio s 'i 
•,other,;tQpassociates;bro'thers;Gabnel| 
and Salvatore (Sally Bugs) Bnguglio? to; 
Detroit .' for . police lineups iand igrand i 
jury questionmg ^- 

■ StephenrAndretta: astoundedicourts 
officials by leaving thejraiid jurv room,;- 
1,000 times to confer^'v.ith his'lawTer,-;, 
■VVilliam;Bufalmo ;Sr;;:Bufaliito ; handed: 
out:autographed: footballs around! thes 
^courthouse to mark^the^l iOOOthjtimeis 
jAndretta was fm^^jailed for^con-' 
tempt wh^hcTefused'totKtify.CTen 



State Pohce Detective Koemg said 
;-he passed the time durmg.a longfiraitj 
pnor to Imeups at the Oakland County 
Jail by playmg chess withj'hompson, 
^ the assistant Oakland prosecutor ' " 

° He said he kept one eye on the four 
^ suspects -feom New Jersey, and was 
' drawn repeatedly to the short," stjuat 
Salvatore Bnguglio ' 

"You could see that his bram was m 
turmoil and he'was having difficulty 
copm g with it,'-^ Koemg said^ "We all 

'^agreed he'd bc;theionc to focii^'om" , 
But with no hard evidence, they 
never got inuch of a' chance 'IJ ' 
^ 'OnMarch2iri978, Sally Bugs was' 
u shot to death by two Hooded gunmeji at s 
la restaurant m^Nev^York's Little Italv.i:.- 
- \ , .There ,was a flicker .of hbj* al)0(it;ji a 
:' ■ rase against Stephen Andretta in Jariu-r ii 
ary 1 976,1 when, a^ipreviously Silent j-. 
'•' witness told-Bll(xiinfieldi'Ipimiship?p«^^ 
' : lice he , was 'sure ;he ihad .seen'Ani^etta 

it the Re5'^I'ox-restaurant almobt a' l 
>! month tortile dav before Hoffa^nishofi ^ 
ham its'^kmg lot JIJc'^^^ t 
Ouniig lus bliidoff with the grand 
t'-jury;-7ffi(ketp;said'he'had-tiever,'heen 
m ' Midugan1before>The: witness'.said ' 
he recogiii7i!d^Andretta/froi(wiewb 
accounts ;ind,was certain Andretta was : 
tymg - j^";:^-^" f ~ 

A biiiimessmaii wlio.did not wanthis 
name known^^the wtne&s^MidihewaSii 
' parked mtan^olateiJ sechon^f''the^ 
same lofdn June 26ri975,'doing'?ome^ 
paperwork'- when a Lincoln or Gadiilac;; 
, bhck over gravi parkedjn fr™t of hmi;s| 
:• r.The witness said^^inanjWhb looked :| 
like 'Andretta 'v walked-. from the carilo I 
the restauraut aiid'bdck_He}^id,the* 
binan noticed liirn:inluscax^d§ra^ 
over ,f ^'v^^^^^ff^^Sm 
^ - >" What are youdomg>',^hejtsked the| 
busine^nran^ ^'^^^-C'^^^'^^'j 
'"Don't I Imow }oi^''Jhc bu!>iness-'| 
'man replied.'^* i "K^^ 

""Nol^Iidon't think we^er met,'-' 
the 'man- "said,* nhen gianced af*thei 
busincssirian'sipaperwprkiandfwalkecJI 
back tohiscar'if"-^"*'""''^ T'f A" 1 



Salongithe side 'of the'-roil.^/ cahoa. 



after iKmg'givea immimrty fromproifri 
'But,he k^t 3iteiit.M»a>S^< 



wdhng to testify before a a grand-jiiry;i 
He never did 

Another lead to nowhere^ _^ >^ 

The most popular solution - 

Based oh infoniialion 'that- was 
good, but not good enough, tlie FBI 
eventually refined its theory' of, the 
caseli as out!iii<-d m a'Jamiary 1976, 
,memo called HOFFEX. It remams the* 
iiinosfcjagreed-uponiscenano'of : what 
'.vt>api>ehed:to^^Jimn5'^HQffe^^ f' 
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BY JACK KRESNAK AND JOE SmCK.*RD 
Ft« nSs^Slaff Wntera 

© 1992, DctftMt Free Press r 

r.MyiQuii^jmrto^^ fnis- J 
i-rtrated^d itching lik'e mad,'5-^^ 

' ;lice detEKtiye had juH spent eight'; 
=i- hours i^dri'^a^Korchmgt Saturday 
''.-rooting. around a^conifield'^and 
^;i<j;woods;sqBth^6fJacKM^ 
'r^ mg for! iKe ■ body of Jimmy Hoffti.;:: 
j Q^rJes had been working fe 
Hoffai.case for three days witii ; 
' . virtually no sJeep when he got the 
'■—^■^.^ ^ bp around 1 a la Saturday, Aug • 

^ '^^ ,1 • 2, about the cornfield The ^ ilfer 

'wouldii t give a name, but he sounded good, ht luieA' 
t'thmgs', and his directions were pcetise 
.jr^SS^'Quirleb, dp'pfrrite for i lead, hid 
headed !iwest at fir~,t light 3nd .isbeinoled t 
posse of ajiozen cops to help , ■ 

■ .=i.,.,.^But it had beena torallv.wnstcd day — at a 
. -time when the beleaguered BltxuvHield Town- 
ship department didn't hi\<. a da\ to v. i te on 
the biggest cabe m its hibtorv 
, ■i i ■■ On.top of.it all, Quarles had gotten poison 
ivy and .was facing a two-hour .tnp home with 
sjipainfully irntated (umds, arms and legs. 




"That was 

:.detective said."; Even ;,wth^med^r.at^on^rt''was^^ 
before Quirles', buffenng t^sed ' " ' Vf 
^ .That first wcekeo'd after Jus father vanished,'jinuny J 
I Hafia's'soii James was feehng^ai-kj^ too'^v 'J 
^^hSe^'^y;>he{was :CODvincS:tha^^ 
jenllhepTeamsterhis father had'once treateSihke a son| 
•was involved m what probaWyiwas Uie mWde'^rfJimmjg 
^Hoffa;; No matter how mudideeway the'alloi^i^thei 
I young Hoffa'OAildii't account forlO'BrienVtmie'oiS 
iWednesday af Lernix>a:IIoffa*s fatherjdisappeafed^fro^ 
the parking lot of thc'Machus fi"-' tf--;--=S£!Si_;-^li!-"B 
'Maple and : Te]egraph roads.'Sj/* 
?Ar O Bnen- and young Hoffa: had-,pMtedEmib|^ 
before da wn FniiyiWhen Hoffa'rrfus^rt^^ 
O Brien "about his'^whereabbuts:dSthe^d£ ' 
O'Bru II had proinisTed, thoughT to Jegmi .^u. 

V. ork for his ovvn inveitigatjonof the)nystejy|jk'iS| 
O'Brien had once been a'specgd assistantMp 
toJnnmy'Hotfa/ihe^imion'leader'sn^it-hand^^ 
^inanforiwhatever needed doing.'But now/his^M 
• reputation was becommg that of a Iondmoutii,'%S 
g <wip and kinger-on . ' !^ ^* ^ .'|^'^?| 
OBnen was then way down^the' list of^S 
, people pohce wanted to mtenhew about Hofta,ia^ 
•Antiiony ;( i ony -Jack)LGmcaloi)ef';the reputedits^^^ 
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HOFFA,fromKiKe lA : 

organized cnme captain Hoffa said he 

was gomg to meet the day he vanished, 

was still at the top 

In fact, while police sweated and 

voung Hofia fretted-on that Saturday. 

O'Bnen - aiid^Giacalone, the man he 

called Uncle Tony, were m the cool 
, confines of the barbershop at the 

Southfield Athletic Club 

Jeffrey Schultz, the dub's executive 

vice president, said he was surprised to 

see Giacalonc show up that day, be- 
. cause of alTthe pubbaty hnkmg hrnito 

Hoffa 

■But Giacalone told Schultz he was 
.'not about to hide my head in a hole 
Ijecause of some lousy news stones." 

O'Brien. left the club just ahead of 
Giacalone and noticed Uncle Tony's 
'.'secunty" ~ the undercover police 
who had been tailing hira for two days. 

That night, O'Bnen attended the 
' wedding of his friend Bobby AdeB, the 

■ former. '.Detroit -iire commissioner 
whose wealthy brother M^rvm had 
been'jetting O'Bneri hve m'his base^ 

' ment'slnce O'Brien's dnrorce'^CBnen- 
stayed at the wedding reception unhl 3 
aim; but was ufat-TiSO to catcha nde ■ 
to Metro Airport from Hymie Cooper, 
'an employee of ' Maran AdeD;- ■ 

O'Bnf n WIS I'f ttuig ready to kiss 

• Detroit' fiood-bye and .• take .a'-Team- 
sters job near -Miami arranged for him 

• by Frank Fjtffiimmons, the union presi- 
"dait^wKo 'Irad 'sacceedeiilHoffa^and 

■ 'then drawn Hoffa's public math for the 
way he ran! the nation's largest' labor 



' During the nde: O'Bnen looked out 
the back window of^Coopei^s car and 
' said,"'TII bet tKe/re foBowmg me."- 
• '^'But'nobody was * , 

' Nothing was going nglit for the 
' ' local, and^state police trying to crack 
the case • 
-■ A'taperecorder.pohceihad 'given 
■ the Hofia ^fanuly to record all their 
telephone calb kcpt eatrng-thertapes. 
^ Flnallya detective wentout and bought 
a new Sony. 

But Sunday at 6:30 p ut came good 



Previously.barrcd from taking on a 
purely local missing person case, the 
FBI now said .commumcationsi ; had 
been received demanding a ransom for 
Hoffa and implying he had been, taken 
across state hnes. That was eiiough to 
make a federal case of it — and bring 
to bear the FBI s massive, nationwide 
resources and eicpcrtise, the same 
force that ^ig* a decade gathermg the 
evidence tlat sent Jimmy Hoffa- to 
pnson for almost five years. 

The commumcatitffls were never 
fully explained, but Bkiomiifild Town- . 
ship police,: were too relieved to ask 
many questions; . 

Within-the hour, FBI- agent Bob 
Neumann, who had been informally 
advising the local, pohce.'.and agents 
BobGarrity andMort Nicholwere at 
the lloffa cottage, remterviewing fam- 
ily members. ■ ' „ 

James Hoffa, a. near match for his 
father m "mtensity;"- immediately 'toW 
the agents that the family consider^ 
Chuckle CBnen the "iprinie suspect" 
He said CBinpn had stden money from 
his f3ther;^lhrown<]n witfavthe'G^ : 
lones to extricate hunself from senous ! 
personal financial -:problems> and; had r 
shunned Jmuny . Hoffa's iovertures at i 



;In the spare language of -the bu-, 
reau's internal' communication, an 
agent sent a report to FBI.headquar- ■ 
ters in Washington:: 
f-r'-Detroit has detennmed that Gia- ' 

■ calones were aware of O'Brien's finan- : 
cialphght' 'landmsuredcomnritment ' 
of O'Bnen by. furnishing him with the • 

V financing he needed, I 
- . "It is the belief of James P. Hofia j 
that O'Bnen was instnimenial andca''! 
dnrect participant in disappeanmos!^ i 

5J,'Hoffai;and=planmng of;ewnfe leading ; 
^ up to disappearance " ^r^-'^^y^' 

• : Agents .also: were given,* a ';note ; 
1^ wntten by Hofe that seemea to be'liisi 
' itmerary for Wednesday. July.3(h ."TG! 
. 2:30 Wed 14 Mile Tel Pox Rest Sfaple 
Road." ^ f^:X-;'t^- 
On Sunday morning, Aug/^S.^other 
agents arrived at the Hoffa^ottttage to 
! mstal! equipment to moiutOTjM calb. 
One agent was Gmshmg a comiec^ 
when he tapped mto a conveffsatipn of 
■• : Hofb's darker, Barbara;Cranber..,. 



. No, I'm very surpnseo,'- sne was . 
saymg about the'G-men who had;dog- 
ged. her father for, years.: "Actually, 
they're very mce." ■ ^ ; 

They were also.very.intense.'- . ■ 
A Southfield real estate broker who 
had shaken Hoffa's hand m the RedFox ■ 
lot was visited at least nine times by the 
FBI in the first' few 'weeks'^of the 
investigation. He said news accounts of 
Mafia involvement temfied him and he 
msists to this day on^arionjinity.-- 

"I was afraid to turn the^igmtioa'bn . 
my car," he said; "It really got t^e! •'. 

While^the heat was ■on'irf Etetrcttt?* ■ 
Chuckle O'Brien was in '.West Meiii^ 
phis, Ark., enpymgabnefreumonwitH. 
his new bnde. When federal invesbga-;. 
tors reached him, O^Bnen^agreed- to 
talk, but .wanted to ■meet on friendly: 
turf " , , 

So. a meetmg was arranged for the • 
afternoon of Aug; 6 at Teamsters 
headquarters on 1 rumbull m Detroit 
There;-for the first-timcmvestigar* 
tore heard Chudae's fish story^and, 
about the borrowing erf Joey Giaca{ 
tone's car' O'Bnen also reveMed than 
after dropping off a Kilmon sent as a 
gift to Teamsters official Bobby 
Hotoies, he had stopped by the South- 
field Athletic Club to, see Anthony, 
Giacalone ' ' ' ' ''t - ' r 

O'Brien said' h^:stay«i juk* fatiefli' 
with'Uncle Tony, leaving 5jy 3 p.nrto ,' 
beat rush hour traffk^ a"'^ \ 
: Agents%re'mtngued;as^Brien . 
went oh to-iffintioivhislvisit tO:Giaca- , 
tone's condominium' tlieday^after Hoffa' 
varashed, a- dinner thiTngct evening 
with the Giacalone ££iSly^at'the-St.; 
Clait Iii^;*afil'His-SaKffdayjjsit;mthv, 
Unaerfdi^''.back-at'tl{e'aub.^ i. - 
''THowraad'CftiaaesanrachalMUy^^ 
" " " ■ c^'ii^ji^tei" 
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Ffi FBI KNQXVILCE ( Z81A-DE-67821 1 (RUCl 
TO 0IRECT3R FBI/PRIORITY/ 
FBI DETROIT/PRIORITY/ 
FBI NEW ORLEANS/PRIORITY/ 

8T 

UNCLAS 

CITES //3370// 



_ .Received 



SUB JECT s -i:H.OF.EEXi 00 : OE « 

RE DETROIT TELETYPE, 5/25/93, TO DIRECTOR, AFO, 
REQUESTING AFO TO PERFORM LOGICAL LOCAL CHECKS IN AN EFFORT TO 
DETERMINE CURRENT LOCATION OF JOSEPH KENNETH FRANCE, WHO 
ADMITTED ON NATIONAL TELEVISION PROGRAM "CURRENT AFFAIR" TO 
BEING INVOLVED IM THE DISAPPEARANCE AND MURDER OF JIHHY HOFFA. 

KNOXVILLE H*S DETERMINED THAT JOSEPH KENNETH FRANCE 
CHANGED HIS NAME IN AUGUST 1962 TO JOSEPH FRANCE KENNEY. 




•JOWA, Page 27,2 
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PRESENTLY^ JOSEPH KEMNiW%AMcl^t230 ' 



^A?ARTHEMT^6> NEH-ORLEANS*! LOUISIAMA, IS" ORAWN€i*SOCIAL 

V "Is V" ' 

SECURITY aENEFITS'. " THE SSAN BENEFITS 'ARE IN THE NAME JOSEPH 

F.RANCeS^i'SSAM' NUMBER 215flZ\-^S2r»fAK0 BEIHG DIRECT DEPOSITED 

INTO SAVINGS ACCOUNT NUHBER- 601519256J , FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF 

'eOMMERCE:* 0; SOX 6X033, MEN ORLEANS* LOUISIANA, 

? LEAD- NEW ORLEANS DIVISION. AT NEW ORLEANSi LOUISIANA. 

DfiSCRETELY DETERMINE IF JOSEPH KENNETH FRANCES ALSO KNOWN 

AS JOSEPH FRANCE KENf^Y IS RESIDING ^ ATsI'ZaO ST* ANDREW STREETi 

APARTMENT Bi NEW ORLEANSj LOUISIANA, AND ' UTILIIIMG SAVINGS 

ACCOUNT NUMBER 601519256 FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF--COMMERCE, NEW 

ORLEANS-, LOUISIANA"; UPON V £RI FY ING> ABOVE INFORHATION j AOVISE 

DETROIT' DIVISION 
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